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Back to the Field 


By Mary E. Boyer, Missionary on Furlough 


ET me go back! I am homesick 
For the land of my love and toil, 
Though I thrill at the sight of my native 
hills, 
The touch of my native soil. 
Thank God for the dear home country, 
Unconquered and free and grand, 
But the far-off shores of the South to me 
Are the shores of the promised land. 


No longer young, I know it, 
And, battered and worn and gray, 
I bear in my body the marks that teil 
Of many a toil-filled day; 
But there’s yet a while before me, 
Tilj the hour for the sun to set; 
My heart is eager to forward go 
And work for the Master yet.~ 


My brain is dazed and wearied 
With the new world’s stress and strife, 
With the race for money and place and 
power, 
And the whirl of the nation’s life. 
Let me go back! Such pleasures 
And pains are not for me; 
But oh —a share in the harvest home 
In the lands beyond the sea! 


For there are my chosen people, 
And there is my place to fill, 
To spend the last of my life and strength 
In doing my Master’s will. 
Let me go back! ‘Tis nothing 
To suffer and do and dare, 
For the Lord has faithfully kept His 
Word — 
He is with me everywhere. 





Reprinted by permission from the Alliance 
Weekly. Adapted from the personal testimony 
of Charles B. LeFevre, on his return to Chile, 
April 6, 1948. 


Not a Visionary Mission 


What is it that sends out the most 
enduring volunteers and sustains them 
on the foreign field? They do not go 
on a visionary mission, but rather be- 
cause of a missionary vision. They know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour from the guilt and power of 
sin, they “believe His Word and trust 
His grace,” and know that men are lost 
without the Saviour. Remembering that 
Christ gave His life for them, they count 
nothing too dear to give up for Him. 
They have heard His command, “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature,” and are driven 
by a divine compulsion to go unless the 
way is blocked by God’s sovereign will. 
Just as Paul heard the man in the night 
vision saying, “Come over into Mace- 
donia, and help us,” so they, too,*hear 
the cry of the suffering millions in 
heathen lands. Those who believe the 
Bible do not go out with the visionary 
notion that men are all spiritual brothers, 
that “they have their religion and we 
should not disturb them,” that “if you 
save the surface, you save all” (with 
apologies to a famous paint company), 
that if we feed and clothe people and 
teach them health rules, their souls will 
take care of themselves. Rather, they 
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go out knowing full well that sin is at 
the root of all this world’s troubles, that 
out of the heart “are the issues of life,” 
that man needs forgiveness and a new 
heart. Their first aim is not to improve 
hospitals and schools, not to “make the 
world safe for democracy,” not to better 
race relations, not to clean out vice and 
opium dens in the crowded cities, though 
all of these things follow as by-products 
of the Gospel. They aim at the root 
of the trouble, which is man’s wicked 
heart, and seek to bring men, women, 
and children into the right relationship 
with God through the transforming 
power of the grace of the Lord Jesus. 
There is no conflict between the spiritual 
and the practical, as men sometimes 
think, for those who are truly led by 
the Spirit of God will be led in ways 
that are best for them and best for 
others. If a volunteer expects to ignore 
the opposition of his worldly friends, 
overcome the downward drag of his own 
fleshly nature, and withstand the powers 
of evil on the foreign field, he must wear 
the whole armor of God as it is described 
in Ephesians 6. He will not be a vision- 
ary person, in the ordinary sense of the 
word, but he will be impelled by a mis- 
sionary vision which grows out of a 
knowledge of the tremendous need in 
foreign lands and his Lord’s commands. 
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An October Anniversary 


in Cambridge, 


T IS well to remember the forefathers 
I and their fight for freedom, and this 

has been recently done in commem- 
orating the third centenary of the adop- 
tion of the Cambridge Platform of 
Church Discipline in August, 1648. This 
document was the Constitution of Congre- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the 
Sen” (John 14:13). 




















Massachusetts 


gational church government, the order 
now predominant in the Christian life of 
America. Those who drew it up were, 
in the words of the Rev. John Higgin- 
son, “men of great renown in the nation 
from which the Laudian persecution 
exiled them. Their learning, their holi- 
ness, their gravity struck all men that 
knew them with admiration. The 
prayers, the studies, the humble inquiries 
with which they sought after the mind 
of God were as likely to prosper as any 
men’s on earth. And the sufferings 
wherewith they were confessors for the 
name and truth of the Lord Jesus Christ 
add unto the arguments which would 
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persuade us that our gracious Lord 
would reward them with communicating 
much of His truth to them, 


The observance of this three hundredth 
anniversary took place in Cambridge, 
Mass., on the 26th of October of this year, 
The promoters were scarcely the appro- 
priate persons to honor a great Puritan 
document, for they have drifted far in- 
deed from Puritanism and all it stands 
for. The honorary chairmen were Sam- 
uel A. Eliot, son of the bitter Unitarian, 
President Eliot of Harvard, and himself 
a former president of the American Uni- 
tarian Association, and Pro‘essor Hock- 
ing of Harvard, who retains so little of 
the Christian faith as not even to hold 
to a future life. The chairman was F, 
M. Eliot, present president of the Ameri- 
can Unitarian Association. The high 
light of the occasion was the evening 
meeting in the Harvard University Me- 
morial Church, the Unitarian Governor 
of Massachusetts, Mr. Bradford, and 
President Conant of Harvard being 
speakers, 

When the Park Street Church, Boston, 
was founded a hundred years ago as a 
rallying center for Christians in the 
midst of the Unitarian defection that had 
carried off nine out of ten of the churches 
of Boston, the founders based their 
teaching on two historic documents of 
Protestantism, the Westminster Confes- 
sion and the Cambridge Platform of 
Church Discipline now being so osten- 
tz.tiously celebrated by Unitarians and 
Modernists. 

The original synod of Massachusetts 
churches, which drew up the statement 
of church government, sat shortly after 
the adoption of the Westminster Con- 
fession in London. They expressed their 
entire satisfaction with this confession 
as being “very holy, orthodox, and judi- 
cious in all matters of faith and (they) 
fully and freely consented thereto.” But 
they were forced to dissent from their 
English brethren in matters of church 
organization, 

“Yet our dissent,” they continued, “is 
not taken up out of arrogancy of spirit, 
neither is it carried with uncharitable 
censoriousness, but in meekness of wis- 
dom, as we walk along with them and 
follow them as they follow Christ. So 
where we conceive a different appre- 
hension of the mind of Christ, as it 
falleth out in some few points touching 
church order, we still reserve due rev- 
erence to them and only crave leave 
to follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth,” 

In tender and profoundly Christian 
words, they continued to defend their 
position against any charge of schis- 
matic spirit: 

“Is difference about church order be- 
come the inlet of all the disorder in the 
kingdom [of England]? Hath the Lord 
indeed left us to such hardness of heart 
that church government shal! become a 
cnare in Zion, that we cannot leave con- 
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testing and contending about it till the 
kingdom is destroyed? [Reference is 
here made to the civil war over the 
subject in the mother country.]. Did 
not the Lord Jesus, when He dedicated 
His sufferings for His Church, make it 
His earnest and only prayer for us in 
this world that we all might be one 
in Him? And is it possible that He, 
whom the Father heard always, should 
not have this last most solemn prayer 
heard and granted? 

“If it be possible for a little faith, so 
much as a grain of mustard seed, to 
remove a mountain, is it not possible 
for so much strength of faith as is to 
be found in all the godly of this king- 
dom, to remove those images of jealousy 
and to cast those stumblingblocks out of 
the way, which may hinder +he free 
passage of brotherly love amongst breth- 
ren? — 

“{[May] the Lord Jesus commune with 
all our hearts in secret and He who is 
the King of His Church let Him be 
pleased ‘to exercise His kingly power in 
our spirits that so His Kingdom may 
come into our ‘churches in purity and 
peace. Amen and Amen.” 

It was in this spirit that their “Plat- 
form for Church Discipline” was “gath- 
ered out of the Word of God.” As they 
said, “The parts of church government 
are all of them exactly described in the 
Word of God, to continue one and the 
same unto the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as a Kingdom that cannot 
be shaken,” 

They believed that there was no 
Christian fellowship except in Chris- 
tian freedom and neither fellowship nor 
freedom save in the Christian faith. 
They rejected all control by bishops or 
presbytery, recognizing as the only one 
that of the Holy Spirit. There was to 
be a free, self-governing church, re- 
sponsible to Christ its official head. 
“Other appointments [and here for once 
they struck fire] popes, patriarchs, car- 
dinals, archbishops, lord bishops, arch- 
deacons, and the like are but human 
creatures, mere inventions, to the great 
cishonor of Christ Jesus, the Lord of 
His house.” 

Their confession was, “Supreme and 
lordly power over all the churches upon 
earth doth only belong unto Jesus Christ, 
who is King of the church and the Head 
thereof.” 

The new church order was the for- 
gotten one of the primitive church. 
Emphasis was laid on the right of the 
local church to control its own affairs. 
This emphasis gave parallel emphasis 
to self-government in the town. As Mr. 
Foote says, in his historical review for 
the present celebration: “It was the 
same group of men in the same meeting- 
house who sat first to deal with church 
matters and then with the secular busi- 
ness of the town. If autonomy in church 


. matters was the right of each local con- 


gregation, it was also the right of the 
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town meeting in civil affairs.” This had 
a lasting influence on our national des- 
tiny. The churches, having gained a de- 
gree of freedom, became teachers of 
liberty. Out of New England Congre- 


(Continued on page 1173) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Who Are Saints? 


The first thing I look at is the,“Tllus- 
tration Round Table” and often wish 
I could send in one, but never had the 
courage, 

The article by the “saint” from 
Firthcliffe (“Experiences of an Illus- 
tration Contributor,” Nov. 6), however, 
was both stimulating and inspiring 
and causes me to ask you to write an 
article on the seemingly forgotten or 
little known subject of “saints.” 

Meantime, may I quote from a note 
on “saints” in the new “Pilgrim Bible,” 
at the bottom of the page in which is 
Romans 1:7 and from which we see all 
the Christians at Rome were saints 
(and you know every Christian is a 
saint by calling of God and 
“called to be” saints). 

“SAINTS. This is the word that 
God uses for those who have taken 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Sav- 
iour. It means ‘set apart ones.’ In 
Greek it is the same word as holy, 
consecrated, sanctified. It has nothing 
to do with a person’s own efiorts at 
Goodness, Saints are not special Chris- 
tians addressed as Saint, and appear- 
ing in pictures and windows and altars 
to be adored, but God has set apart 
for Himself, for His own _ purpose 
(Rom, 8:29) all who have believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour; 
He calls them saints, though they are 
in themselves no better than other 
people. Other names for saints are: 
Christians, children of God, sons of 
God, the Church of God, the Church 
of Christ, born again ones, believers.” 

The Times is a great paper, we all 
enjoy it—A New York reader. 


The New York reader need not be 
afraid to send in illustrations, for al- 
though all that are received cannot be 
used, yet all are considered, and over 
a period of time he would be almost sure 
to send in some that would be accept- 
able. Leaflets explaining the conditions 
and giving a list of the lessons may be 
had from the TIMEs at 15 cents a copy. 
(See note at head of “The Illustration 
Round Table” on page 1164 in this issue). 


The reader has furnished a good, short 
article on “saints” from the “Pilgrim 
Bible.” The first edition of that Bible, 
published October 7 by the Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, has been exhausted and the 
second printing has been ordered. It 
contains the King James Version of the 
Bible, with explanatory notes in simple 
language by thirty-seven contributing 
and consulting editors, under the direc- 
tion of E. Schuyler English, Litt.D. It 
has 1,721 pages, and the price is $4.50. 
It may be ordered.from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Phila- 
delphia 30. 














Lesson for January.9 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(3) 1155 


VIl. Eastern Kings and Preparation for Armageddon 


The deep significance of the Euphrates River 





statement that, crowded with im- 

portant words (whatever those words 
might mean), has given rise to a more 
extensive literature, and has produced a 
greater nurmber of interpretations, than 
probably any other one passage in the 
Book of the Revelation from the begin- 
ning of the fourth chapter down to the 
seventeenth (with the single exception 
of 13:18). The text reads as follows: 
“And the sixth poured out his bowl upon 
the great river, the river Euphrates; 
and the water thereof was dried up, 
that the way might be made ready for 
the kings that come from the sunrising” 
(Rev. 16:12, R.V.). In our King James 
Version, the last phrase reads from “the 
east.” The word translated “east” is 
anatole, and can be translated with ac- 
curacy either way — the sun rises in the 
east, and the east is the direction of the 
sunrising. Normally I would not intro- 
duce into this series of articles a study 
of this verse, but the phenomenal inter- 
est that has been aroused in our century 
concerning the lands bordering this river 
makes a study of this verse important, 
I think, for various reasons; and perhaps 
these contemporary events in relation to 
this area will help us to come to an 
accurate interpretation of the text, 


“The Land Between the Rivers” 


First of all, in seeking an interpre- 
tation, we should begin, it seems to me, 
with the one word, the meaning of which 
we can easily determine — Euphrates, 
one of the three great rivers of the an- 
cient world, the others being the Nile 
River, in Egypt, and the Tigris River, 
located east from the Euphrates, until 
it joins that river about ninety miles 
from the Persian Gulf. These two mighty 
rivers, the Tigris and-the Euphrates, led 
the Greeks to call the territory they 
embrace Mesopotamia, which means, 
“the land between the rivers.” Two of 
the greatest cities of ancient history were 
located on the banks of these two 
streams, Nineveh on the Tigris, and 
Babylon on the Euphrates, the one far 
north, the other about fifty miles south 
of the fabuious city. of Bagdad. The 
Euphrates rises in the Taurus Mountains, 
and before it reaches the Persian Gulf 
has flowed in a southwestern, and then 
in a southeastern direction, about 1,800 
miles. It is the largest, the longest, and 
by far the most important river of west- 
ern Asia. 

It is quite significant that, like many 
other phrases in the Book of the Reve- 
lation, this verse throws us back not 
only to the Book of Genesis, but actually 
to the birthplace of the human race, 
to the Garden of Eden. Here the Eu- 


[: THE middle of Revelation 16 is a 


Dr. Smith plans to publish later as 
a book the articles he is now writ- 
ing for the Times. His chapters are 
longer than the convenient length 
for single articles, therefore they are 
having to be- shortened to fit into 
one issue, or divided into two install- 
ments. This is the first part of his 
masterly discussion, from the his- 
toric, prophetic, and geographic 
viewpoints, of the subject announced 
last week, “The Kings From the East 
and the Preparation for Their March 
to Armageddon.”. The second part, 
or the eighth article in the series, 
will appear next week. 








phrates is mentioned last among the four 
rivers bounding that original paradise 
(Gen, 2:14). It is, incidentally, the only 
river of the four to which the author 
does not add a defining phrase. On this 
river the great city of Ur of the Chal- 
dees was located (the stream itself has 
since the time of the Ur kingdom been 
somewhat diverted); hence the refer- 
ence to the promise concerning Abra- 
ham, about the time of Joshua’s decease, 
read, “Your fathers dwelt of old time 
beyond the River, . .. and they served 
other gods. And I took your father 
Abraham from beyond the River” (Josh. 
24:2; see also Neh, 9:7). It was here 
that the old Babylonian kingdom (1830- 
1550 B.C.) had its capital, and the new 
kingdom, nearly a millennium later (612- 
539 B.C.), Here in the old kingdom ruled, 
among others, Hammurabi (1728-1676 
B.C.) and here, more than a millennium 
later, were the famous kings, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Belshazzar, and others. “Ap- 
pearing among the few notices we have 
of the first condition of the earth and 
of humankind, it continues through the 
whole range of Scripture history, down 
to the present hour an object of curi- 
osity, interest, wonder, hope, or tri- 
umph.” 

Fundamentally, the Euphrates River 
for Israel was a boundary, the extreme 
eastern limit of the land that God origi- 
nally promised to Abraham and his seed. 
“In that day Jehovah made a covenant 
with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have 
I given this land, from the river of 
Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates” (Gen. 15:18). I have not 
seen this referred to in any commentary 
(though I am sure others have certainly 
seen such a simple thing); but it is in- 
teresting that God gave back to Abra- 
ham, in promise, at least for his descend- 
ants, a land that would include the very 
portion of the earth that he himself had 
left, by faith, to follow the leading of 
the Lord regarding a new land. This 
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promise was renewed to Moses: “I will 
set thy border from the Red Sea even 
unto the sea of the Philistines, and from 
the wilderness unto the River: for I 
will deliver the inhabitants of the land 
into your hand; and thou shalt drive 
them out before thee” (Exod. 23:31). , 
In the last great discourses of the mighty 
lawgiver, Moses reminded Israel of these 
divinely-given boundaries (Deut. 1:7; 
11:24). Upon the death of Moses, as 
Joshua was about to lead the Israelitish 
host into the Promised Land, God re- 
minded hifm of the earlier promise: 
“Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall tread upon, to you have I given 
it, as I spake unto Moses, From the 
wilderness, and this Lebanon, even unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates, all 
the dand of the Hittites, and unto the 
great sea toward the going down of the 
sun, shall be your border” (Josh. 1:3, 4). 
It is often said that Israel never did 
occupy all the land that God had prom- 
ised to her. In part this may be true, 
but her conquest did reach to this river 
in the time of David. “And David smote 
Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, 
as he went to establish his dominion by 
the river Euphrates” (1 Chron, 18:3; 2 
Sam, 8:3). With a more definite em- 
phasis upon the conquest of the land, 
we read of the period of Solomon, “And 
Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms 
from the River unto the land of the 
Philistines, and unto the border of 
Egypt: they brought tribute, and served 
Solomon all the days of his life” (1 Kings 
4:21, 24). 


The Easternmost Reach of Egypt 


The Euphrates River was the eastern- 
most boundary of the Egyptian Empire 
at its greatest extent. It was Tuhtmose 
I (1557-1501 B.C.) of the Eighteenth Dy- 
nasty who was able to extend the boun- 
dary of Egypt as far asthe Euphrates. As 
Dr. James H. Breasted remarks: “At 
its nearest approach to the Mediter- 
ranean he erected a stone boundary tab- 
let marking the northern end, and at 
this point the eastefn limit of his Syrian 
possessions. He later boasted to the 
priests of Abydos, ‘I have made the boun- 
daries of Egypt as far as the circuit of 
the sun,’ which in view of the limited 
and vague knowledge of the world pos- 
sessed by the Egyptians of that day was 
somewhat true.” Tuhtmose III (1501-1447 
B.C.) after defeating the king of Mitanni, ' 
found on the west shore of the Euphrates 
the tablet of his father Tuhtmose I, and 
set up another of his own alongside of 
it. Here also was the boundary of the 
great Hittite Empire. It was also the 
boundary of the Persian Empire (539- 
331 B.C.) during the time when the 
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Israelites were permitted to return to 
their land and to rebuild Jerusalem and 
its Temple (see Ezra 4:10, 11; 5:3; 6:6; 
and Neh, 2:7). This was also the boun- 
dary of the Seleucidae during the cen- 
turies that fell between the close of the 
Old Testament and the opening of the 
New Testament. In the first Book of 
Maccabees, for example, we read of 
Lysias, whom Antiochus Epiphanes, then 
in Persia had commanded to continue 
the war against the Jews, “He left Lysias, 
an honorable man and one of the seed 
royal, to be over the affairs of the king 
from the River Euphrates unto the bor- 
der of Egypt and to bring up his son 
Antiochus until he should return” (1 
Mac, 3:32, 33). 


A Symbol of Israel’s Enemies 


Because the Euphrates was in the 
midst of the Assyrian Empire, it became 
a symbol of Israel’s enemies, so that Isa- 
iah, for example, could say in one of 
his earlier prophecies: “Now therefore, 
behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them 
the waters of the River, strong and 
many, even the king of Assyria and all 
his glory: and it shall come up over all 
its channels, and go over all its banks; 
and it shall sweep onward unto Judah; 
it shall overflow and pass through; it 
shall reach even to the neck; and the 
stretching out of its wings shall fill the 
breac.h of thy land, O Immanuel” (Isa. 
8:7, 8; see also Jer. 46:10). 

It is now time to turn to a considera- 
tion of the reference to the Euphrates 
River in the passage quoted at the be- 
ginning of this article, from the latter 
part of the Apocalypse. 

Pefore we look at what would appear 
to Le the true interpretation of this pas- 
sage, it micht be well to rehearse for a 
few moments some of the various ex- 
planations that have been suggested 
down through the centuries. Probably 
all interpretations may be classified un- 
der one of two headings, figurative and 
literal, 

Let us consider the figurative first. 
The greater number of interpreters in 
the seventeenth, eighteenth, and first 
half of the nineteenth’ centuries 
strangely united in their convictions 
that the drying up of the Euphrates 
River meant the dissolution of the Otto- 
man Turkish Empire, which at its great- 
est power reached as far as the Eu- 
phrates River. What “the kings of the 
east” might be, these interpreters did 
not agree in saying. But taking the 
Turkish Empire as a curse to the Chris- 
tian religion, because of its identity with 
Mohammedanism, they drew from this 
passage the assurance that this Islamic 
power would shrivel up. The natural 
conclusion from this -was that Chris- 
tianity would flourish anew when this 
took place, though they did not all say 
that. This is especially the line taken 
by the historical school. One of the most 
elaborate expositions may be found in 
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a long chapter in a book that had enor- 
mous vogue a century ago, Alexander 
Keith’s “The Signs of the Times” (Edin- 
burgh, 1847, Vol. II, pp. 334-387). The 
first four vials, he said, referred re- 
spectively to the French Revolution, 
naval wars, wars of the Directory and 
Consulate of France, and then, wars of 
the empire. Everyone knows today that 
this cannot be a true interpretation. 
Some very influential names, however, 
gave weight to this interpretation, in- 
cluding Elliott, in his monumental work 
on the Apocalypse, 

I have before me an interesting volume 
published anonymously under the title, 
“Kings of the East, an Exposition of the 
Prophecies Determining from Scripture 
and from History the Power for Whom 
the Mystic Euphrates is Being Dried Up,” 
published in London in 1842, in which 
it is said that the East, according to the 
evidence of Scripture, confirmed by 
history, and according to the testimony 
of universal usage, is where the fol- 
lowers of Mohammed raise their most 
powerful eastern empire. “Upon the 
same spot must we, therefore look for 
the dominion of the kings menticned in 
the Revelation, for whom the Turkish 
Empire is now being dried up. This 
conclusion will be proved to be the cor- 
rect one by comparing the history of the 
Eritish India Company with the marks 
set upon the kings of the east ky the 
prophet Isaiah (41:17, 25-27).” This ex- 
positor then takes these kings to be 
servants of God represented by the East 
India Company. No one today, of course, 
would agree to that. Others, strangely, 
take it to mean not the gradual diminu- 
tion of Turkey, but of the Church of 
Rome — certainly an interpretation which 
is not even hinted at in the text itself. 
Andrew Jukes, many of whose writings 
have exercised great influence during 
the last century, says that the Euphrates 
here means the peoples of the earth (see 
Rev. 17:15), and therefore these kings 
represent lawlessness and infidelity. His 
treatment, however, is obscure, and need 
not be given here in detail. (“The Dry- 
ing Up of the Euphrates,” London, 1845.) 


When Will the Euphrates Be Dried Up? 


“We turn now to the literal interpre- 
tation of the passage, namely, that here 
the Apostle John means that the Eu- 
phrates River will be dried up to permit 
certain individuals to cross it, presum- 
ably that they may come down toward 
the Holy Land. This group of inter- 
preters may again be divided into two 
groups, those who claim that this proph- 


_ecy has already taken place, in the past, 


and those who look for it yet to take 
place in the future. Those who claim 
this passage has already been fulfilled, 
among whom are Ewald, and our own 
Moses Stuart of a century ago, insist 
this refers to the Parthians, who con- 
federated with Nero when he returned 
to take the city of Rome, (See a very 
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learned note here by W. H. Simcox, in his 
volume on the Revelation in the “Cam- 
bridge Greek Testament for Schools and 
Colleges,” pp. 151-153.) 

Of those who believe that this is a 
prophecy of something yet to take place, 
interpretation may again be arranged 
under two major headings. One is that 
these kings of the East will be royal 
powers, heads of nations coming to Pal- 
estine to meet the Lord Jesus Christ! 
This was the belief of the Venerable 
Bede, as far back as 731 and, among 
others, of saintly Isaac Williams, who 
of this verse said, “Here the saints of 
the king hasten to meet the Sun of 
righteousness.” Others believed that this 
meant the restoration of the Jews, 
though why, I am unable to determine. 
Among these were Mede, who probably 
exercised more influence, from the mid- 
Cle of the seventeenth century to the end 
of the eighteenth, in the interpretation 
of the Apocalypse, than any. o‘her writer 
in Christendom. Bishop Ncwton and 
Cunninghame also united in this belief. 


Make Way for the Kings of Earth! 


It seems to me, however, that there 
can be only one interpretation based on 
sound exegesis for this verse. In this 
chapter we are approaching the time 
for the great Battle of Armageddon. 
Everywhere in the Book of the Revela- 
tion, up to the twen ieth chapter, the 
kings of the earth are always against 
the saints of God, and the Anointed of 
God, They must be so taken here. These 
are heads of nations, located east of 
the Euphrates River, who now have the 
way made easy for thcm for their in- 
vasion of Palestine, or at least for their 
coming together, with the other kings of 
the earth, for one mighty battle against 
the servants of God. As Diisterdieck has 
said, “They are the leaders of the ‘in- 
habitants of the whole earth, and; ac- 
cordingly, instruments of the dragon and 
the beast who go up to war not against 
Babylon, but rather against believers.” 
To give it one other shade of meaning, 
Hengstenberg says, “The . Euphrates- is 
mentioned here merely in respect to 
the hindrance it presented to the march 
of the ungodly power of the world- into 
the Holy Land, against the Holy City, 
against the Church.” With this many 
great scholars agree, including Alford, 
DeWette, Weidner, and Bullinger (all of 
whose writings are not to be despised). 
In fact, Alford says the interpretation we 
are here advocating offers “the only 
understanding of these words which will 
suit the context or the requirements of 
this series of prophecies.” 


(To be continued) 


WE 


Nothing perplexes the average believer 
in the justice of God more than the mys- 
tery of his long toleration. of evil. But 
the man of faith can afford to wait in 
quietness and confidence.—Ironside. 
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“Make Me... a Little Cake First” 


How ea missionary auxiliary has been blessed collectively 
and individually as they have sought to put God first 


BOUT a year and a half ago, God 
A raised up a group of young adult 
women to work for Him, and He has 
blessed the “little cakes” we have sought 
to make “first” for Him. Quite a few of 
us have several small children, and some- 
times it is hard to know the will of God 
as to our first responsibility, but we 
feel He has been pleased as we have 
tried, as a group, and as individuals, 
to follow the method of service laid 
down by God’s servant, Elijah, 

During the time of famine caused by 
no rain, the widow of Zarephath was 
gathering sticks one day. Elijah came 
by. and asked her for a drink of water. 
She could give him water, and, while 
she was getting the drink, he asked for 
a morsel of bread. Bread? She didn’t 
have enough for herself and her son. 
Would God want her to give bread that 
should feed her son? What was the 
man. of God saying? “Fear not... make 
me thereof a little cake first” (1 Kings 
17:13). Stepping out in faith, she obeyed 
the man of God and made him a little 


cake, even before she. made one for. 


herself and her son. As she obeyed God 
the barrel of meal did not waste, nor 
the cruse of oil fail, until the day the 
Lord sent rain. 


E OF the Missionary Auxiliary of 
: the Twin Lakes Baptist Church, 
Seventh Avenue and Second Street, Santa 
Cruz, Calif., have tried by His grace to 
“make ... a little cake first” for God, and 
our hearts have been encouraged many, 
many times this past year at His multi- 
plying. Our attendance in eighteen 
months has climbed from eight to forty- 
five. We have an active mailing list of 
sixty. We have served ten missionaries. 
We are on the mailing list (and prayer 
list, don’t forget that!) of missionaries 
working among the Lisu tribespeople 
near the Burma border in China; the 
country people of Shensi in the interior 
of China; the black people of Nigeria; 
the riverboat people of China; the Nav- 
ajo Indians, here in our own neglected 
mission field in the United States; the 
natives of Colombia, South America; the 
great. open fields of Malaya, Japan, and 


India. These missionaries are members . 


of seven different boards. 

We praise God for the minister in our 
church who rejoices in God’s work done 
God’s way anywhere, and who has given 
us great liberty in serving the various 
faith missions as well as our own de- 
nomination. This has been of immeas- 
urable encouragement, and it so happens 
we are only now sending flannelgraphs 
to one of our own Conservative Baptist 


By JUANITA C, SNYDER 


Foreign Mission Society missionaries in 
Japan, 

This “cake baking” for God, how does 
it work? Our regular monthly evening 
meeting is a two-hour work session, 
During this time we generally cut out 
flannelgraphs. Various “cake bakers” 
have already pasted flannel on fifty or 
more sheets of flannelgraph. These 
sheets are also marked for identifica- 
tion, and as soon as anyone arrives there 
is work on hand to do. 

Then, one day, some of us discovered 
that one member was beginning an “im- 
possible” task for the Lord. She prom- 
ised to outfit a missionary returning to 
South America with flannelgraphs and 
a linen supply for a large mission: home, 
She had a month in which to do this. 
For an adequate supply of flannelgraphs, 
we have found that we need to back 
with flannel about 125 sheets of figures. 
Each sheet contains an average of ten 
figures — quite a little pasting and cut- 
ting if you do it all alone. A supply of 
forty sheets, forty-four pillowcases, and 
twenty-four dish towels would mean 
that 268 feed sacks would have to be 
purchased, shaken, washed, bleached, 
ripped, and finally sewed into the vari- 
ous articles. This, too, is no small un- 
dertaking for a busy mother, not in the 
best of health and strength. But she 
was constrained by the love of Christ, 
and we loved her for it. This work 
was completed, because God multiplied 
the hands to serve Him, The “abundant” 
thing God’ added (He generally does, 
you know) was a beautiful set of back- 
grounds for the flannelboard, made by 
our artistic president, 


N CONNECTION with this particular 


project, one of the sweetest incidents . 


of our year’s work occurred. One mem- 
ber took several of the big sheets of 
figures over to the home of a little 
invalid niece. This brave child — eight 
years old, and a “blue baby” — spent 
many happy times cutting Bible story 
figures for a South American missionary, 
She asked many questions about the 
pictures and the little children of the 
mission - field, and of our loving Lord. 
We have asked God to bless and multiply 
in a special way the work of these little 
hands. 

Early in the year, one of our big 
problems was to find feed sacks for the 
“linen” work. We inquired many times 
at various feed stores, but without suc- 
cess. One day (I speak this only for 
the glory of God and for the encourage- 
ment of those who long to serve Him) 
I was buying shoes for my little boy, 


and I saw the lovely summer st-led 
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shoes for women, I thought to myself, 
“Shall I buy some?” Then swift came 
the thought, “I don’t really need them. 
What about the little cakes?” And my 
husband and I tried once more to find 
sacks. We found three hundred at the 
very next store, and from that day to 
this we have always been able to get 
as many as we need. Not only that, 
the storekeeper gave us his two-cent 
profit, when he found out that the sacks 
were destined to “a. home within the 
wilderness” for missionaries. That adds 
up, especially if you happen to get three 
hundred at: once, 


One girl bakes her little cake for God 
by doing secretarial work. She sends 
out the cards to our members regard- 
ing special meetings. We're always hav- 
ing special meetings. They are lots of 
fun! A missionary whom we have 
served is passing through, and we have 
the privilege of hearing her last mes- 
sage before returning to the field. Or, 
some auxiliary member has a new baby 
and we gather together to give her a 
baby shower. It’s remarkable how ‘a 
stranger coming into our midst feels 
lq@ved and welcome if we rejoice with 
her over God’s “bundle from Heaven.” 


HERE are missionary prayer circu- 

lars that we send out. One member 
will assume the responsibility of doing 
this important but hidden work. Then 
God will send some friend to help with 
stamping, addressing, folding letters, 
and the like. Many profitable hours of 
Christian fellowship are spent in this 
way. Eyes are opened to the regions 
beyond, and some member steps out to 
serve God. For instance, one dear girl, 
who often helped with the letters of a 
missionary candidate from our own 
membership, herself heard the call of 
God. She stepped out in faith to prepare 
herself at a mission institute. The Lord 
opened other hearts in our auxiliary, 
and, the night before this girl left for 
training, she received over $80 from the 
members. This love gift, without a 
doubt, was an enormous encouragement 
from the Lord to strengthen her in the 
walk of faith that she had begun, 

It is wonderful to observe how God 
touches hearts in various ways to serve 
Him. Besides the two-hour monthly 
work session, many girls take work 
home with them. Some spend hours 
and hours at their sewing machines. 
Some paste, mark, and cut flannelgraph 
figures. Some send food and clothing 
parcels to destitute Christians abroad. 
It is very interesting to see how God 
opens up ways of witnessing as curious 
neighbors wonder what’s going on. If 
you have fifty feed sacks hanging on 
your line, your neighbors will get curi- 
ous and ask about it. This has happened 
again and again, 


One girl’s “little cake first” for God 
has bee: ,mong other things, knitting 
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a sweater for a beloved missionary. She 
took it with her everywhere and peo- 
ple inquired. Again and again, in a 
most natural way, she was able to speak 
of her missionary friend, the life and 
work in China. Quite a few disillusioned 
worldlings saw, perhaps for the first 
time, a fine Christian girl joyfully serv- 
ing God with her busy knitting needles, 


Our president, Mrs. J. C. Schmidt, has 
had many interesting experiences in per- 
sonal work, actually presenting the way 
of salvation, in connection with her 
background work. One day a woman 
fainted in the street outside her home. 
Our friend took her inside, refreshed 
her with a cup of tea. The sick woman 
glanced around the room and saw the 
flannel board set up with the story of 
Jesus and the woman at the well. She 
asked what the picture nfeant, and our 
president had a marvelous opportunity 
to present God’s plan of salvation. The 
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lady looked at her incredulously and 
exclaimed, “You really believe that, 
don’t you? It shows in your face, so 
calm and peaceful.” 

Finally, there is a prayer group and 
Bible class in connection with the mis- 
sionary auxiliary work. Here our many, 
many problems are laid before our lov- 
ing Lord who ponders all our goings 
(Prov. 5:21). We pray over our needs 
together, sometimes with heavy hearts, 
because in a group of our size there are 
many needs and many personal problems 
that we must learn to give over to our great 
and loving burden bearer, As we have 
seen example after example of His mar- 
velous provision and faithfulness, and 
as we have come to realize that He can 
really use frail children of dust, if only 
the heart is truly yielded and longs to 
serve Him, we can only exclaim, “What 
hath God wrought!” (Num, 23:23.) 


Santa Cruz, CALIF. 


When the Missionary Takes a Picture 


Some of the “do's” and “don't's” that will help to 
secure int@esting photographs for the folks at home 


NE of the greatest forces used of the 

Lord in advertising and stirring up 
interest in the missionary enterprise 
and encouraging its financial support is 
the word of those who have themselves 
visited the fields of endeavor, or who 
have experienced a period of service on 
those missionary frontiers., Few will 
deny that photographs and projected 
pictures play a most effective part in 
bringing to those at home a clear under- 
standing and vision of the great need 
of lost peoples and the opportunities 
there are to evangelize in each par- 
ticular sphere. 


It would be time and energy well spent 
for missionary societies and Gospel- 
furthering organizations to give to can- 
didates, during their training period, a 
short course in practical photography 
in order to teach primarily the proper 
use of photographic equipment and thus 
avoid much loss of valuable material. 
It is for those on the field, or those at 
home, or in training, that these observa- 
tions are set down. 


Anyone can take acceptable photo- 
graphs with modern film and cameras, 
without the use of expensive accessories, 
if a few rules are remembered and rea- 
sonable care is exercised before the pic- 
ture is taken. Thoughtlessness and lack 
of care produce the greatest crop of poor 
and ruined photographs. In moderation, 
photography can be a relaxing and prof- 
itable hobby on the field. 


It should be recognized that a camera 
is not an automatic instrument. You 
cannot expect to point it in the gen- 


By GEORGE C. PATTON, 
Treasurer, Unevangelized Fields Mission 
eral direction of a group or a scene, 
“snap” it, and obtain with certainty a 
desirable picture. On the other hand, 
it is remarkable how many “snaps” so 
taken are later found to be reasonably 
good. However, trusting to chance to 
record a scene or event that may never 
again present itself is a gamble that 
should not be taken, for more often than 
not taking a chance means a failure re- 
sulting in disappointment and a waste 
of money. Therefore, learn all you can 
about your camera before going into 
far-off places where the pictures to be 
recorded are interesting and unique. 
Places where opportunities are fleeting, 
fresh film is scarce, and the time- for 
processing long are poor practice 
grounds. 

The kind of camera used is not too 
important, for a most expensive Leica, 
thoughtlessly handled, is just‘as capable 
of taking a poor picture—under or 
over-exposed, or out of focus, cr even a 
double exposure—as is the humble 
Brownie box. However, with experi- 
ence and care, a superior instrument will 
produce better and sharper results than 
will a camera of inferior quality. 

A few simple precautions should be 
kept in mind in taking pictures: 

1. Hold the camera steady. Place it 
on a table, tree, rock, or, better still, use 
a tripod as often as possible. In other 
words, have a solid foundation under 
the camera, then don’t jar it with a 
“snap” or “click,” but “squ-e-e-ze” the 
release in the same manner as you would 


- the trigger of a gun. 
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2. Make sure the camera is level. 
When sighting thréugh the viewer, let 
a pole, or fence, or tree make an accurate 
right angle, or see that the line of the 
horizon is parallel with the base of the 
finder, 

3. Watch your distances, too, to be sure 
the object is in proper range. It is bet- 
ter to measure distance accurately when 
less than twenty-five feet than to have 
the picture turn out “fuzzy.” 

4. Do you check the time and aperture 
opening adjustments before release? It 
is here that knowledge of your own 
camera and experience with it really 
pay off. 

Most fixed cameras and average film 
are produced for the normal average 
temperature and sunlight of midday in 
summer at Washington, D. C. If your 
conditions are like that, your settings 
should be 1/50 of a second for time and 
about 6.3 for opening. Experience will 
teach you the change of time and shut- 
ter openings necessary on either side of 
that norm. 

It is a good rule to avoid attempts at 
snapshots two hours before sunset or 
two hours after sunrise, yet even within 
these hours acceptable pictures can be 
produced, if you learn your camera’s 
possibilities and the film variations. 
Experience in this comes through prac- 
tice, 

Upon your arrival in a new location 
make a careful note of your exposure 
time and shutter openings in the first few 
pictures. By doing this you can make 
your own variations in adjustments for 
the future. 

5. Remember to keep the sun at your 
back, or at least only slightly to either 
side of the direct rear for best results. 
This is especially true if you are using 
color film, 

6. With all this proper timing, angles, 
range, and notations, a double exposure 
still will ruin your best efforts. If you 
will make it a part of taking a picture to 
turn the film immediately afterward, 
this most provoking and wasteful act 
of carelessness can be avoided. 

It seems almost childish to mention 
these simple little things, but consider 
your own photographs that have been 
thrown away and see whether it is not 
a failure in these simple things that has 
produced the poor pictures and wasted 
film. 

The composition of your photographs 
is another subject to consider if you 
want interesting, entertaining, and in- 
formative records. A group of people 
—native workers or mission families — 
is just a group without personality or 
appeal if the people are so far away that 
their features are not distinguishable, 
unless of course it is a picture to be 
used as a record for the number present, 
Stand closer, even if it means taking 
two or more frames of the same group. 
A group of dark-skinned natives, fifty 
feet away, look almost the same whether 
taken in Congo or New Guinea, Most 
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of the home interests are in your deal- 
ings with individuals, so let your peo- 
ple at home have a glimpse of their 
personalities as revealed in their faces. 
In photographing individuals, or small 
groups of three or four, the best dis- 
tance is about six to ten feet, then the 
pictures will show who the people are 
and what they look like. 


Let me say here that your home folks 
want to know mostly about the people 
with whom you are working as indi- 
viduals. They went to know something 
of the individual’s history, his likes and 
dislikes, his hopes and fears. It fosters 
a closer bond of fellowship with your 
people to know that they are kindred 
spirits with a like search for happiness 
and contentment and subject to the same 
frustrations, troubles, and woes. Human 
nature is the same the world over, and 
you want those at home to know these 
new-found friends and acquaintances of 
yours, even though their language, cus- 
toms, and skins are different. Remem- 
ber that you are not expected to give 
a travelogue or a lecture on nature 
study, for Burton Holmes can do that 
better than you can. Give us the peo- 
ple! This does not necessarily mean 
that we are disinterested in your new 
house and environment. We should like 
to see some such scenes, something of 
the flowers, trees, and animals, but pri- 


marily your purpose is to use these, 


things merely as a stage setting, as it 
were, to present the people. 

When taking landscapes, try to get 
some framing for the picture, taking it 
through or near a tree, around a bush, 
to lend distance and comparisons. Most 
wild animals, except perhaps giraffes, 
look alike at a few hundred feet, and it 
may be a thrill for you to be that close, 
but, sitting comfortably at home, a pic- 
ture of a distant blur, even when labeled 
a lion, or a tiger, holds no thrill at all, 
Flowers are of interest to most of us if 
the photograph shows them sufficiently 
close for us really to see their form and 
colorings, and not just-a splash of color 
off in the distance. Speaking of color, 
it is certainly a help, for it brightens 
the scene, presents it as you see it, and 
gives some depth to the picture. Color 
film is superior for projection and for 
showing the varying shades of dark- 
skinned peoples. If your camera is 
adapted for its use, it is really not as 
difficult to use as some may imagine. 
The directions that come with each roll 
of film, if carefully followed, will nor- 
mally produce gratifying results. It is 
true that a little more care must be 
exercised in timing, and angles of light 
reflection must be considered, but a little 
practice will soon more than repay your 
efforts. A 35 mm. camera with a rea- 
sonably good lens will give good results, 
is inexpensive to use, and appears to 
be the most satisfactory for all-around 
missionary use. 

Care and protection of camera and film 
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are important, especially in tropical, or 
humid, or dusty climates. Both camera 
and film should be kept in moisture- 
proof containers. Even quality cameras 
can become sluggish or jammed, espe- 
cially in the shutter assembly, if kept 
in a place where dust or small sand 
particles can reach them. If no other 
cover is available, a sheet of cellophane 
or waxed paper, carefully closed, will 
provide considerable protection. The 
lens easily becomes clouded with a thin 
film of moisture or minute particles of 
dust. These should be removed with a 
soft cloth or tissue before use. 

It is good practice also, whenever pos- 
sible, to make arrangements to have the 
film placed in the camera and exposed 
as quickly as possible, then returned to 
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its container. Film that remains in the 
camera for any length of time may have 
the emulsion damaged, for the camera 
itself is not airtight and provides little 
protection to the film. Whenever pos- 
sible, films should be purchased “trop- 
ical-packed,” and if not they should be 
kept in glass jars or other containers 
to exclude moisture, and to protect 
against sudden changes in temperature. 
Film that has been placed in the camera 
and exposed should be developed or sent 
for developing as soon as convenient. 
It is hoped that these few suggestions 
and warnings will cause those who read 
them to do their thinking before the 
shutter is released and not afterward. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


A Day in the Life of a Missionary 


What a friend saw when she visited a missionary home in Yucatan 


‘By HELEN M. FERREE 


This article and the one that will follow in next week’s issue of the 

TIMES are part of a report made after a visit to Mexico by a member 

of the corporation of the Pioneer Mission Agency, 506 Commonwealth 
Bldg., 1201 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 7. 


HE rising hour is 5 a.m., or earlier, 

so that the first hour may be spent 
in uninterrupted prayer. “At 7.30 a.m. 
this day, the missionary-nurse sits down 
to write that long overdue letter to the 
home folks. Just as she starts, four 
Mayas arrive — one of them, an old man, 
has come for some medicine. The letter 
is put aside, and, after a friendly visit, 
the old man is given his medicine. She 
turns again to her letter as her husband 
takes from the wall a chart with the three 
crosses and the way of salvation in 
Maya. With this chart, he tells the 
group the Gospel story. They listen at- 
tentively, so the seed is sown. Only 
God will know the fruit, for these In- 
dians may never again return to this 
village. 


Now a man, and, shortly after, a 
woman, arrive for their daily injections, 
The village doctor is away, and this 
woman has refused to come to dona 
Elva, for, she thought, the Devil would 
surely hurt her. After three people had 
tried to give her the injection, and the 
last one had broken the needle, she had 
to conquer her fear and come. The first 
time she came, she kept her eyes on the 
floor lest she see something that was 
of the Devil, but today she stays for a 
friendly visit. One night she stayed so 
long the missionary made an excuse to 
go home with her, for the missionary 
was afraid the husband might scold his 
wife for staying so long with those evan- 
gelicos. 


Today is the last time the man will 
come, so the husband tells him the story 


‘from the chart, gives him a tract, and 


invites him to the Sunday service. 


Now it is time for the missionary to 
call on the mother with a new baby, 
on a boy with rheumatic fever, and on 
a sick baby. 

When she returns, she finds one of the 
four old Mayan chiefs and his wife in 
conversation with her husband. Both 
look very sullen and do not raise their 
eyes as she is introduced to them. At 
the recent institute the chief’s son and 
son-in-law have so learned the truth 
that, returning to their village, they re- 
fused to take their turn at “guarding 
the cross” —a secret rite which no one, 
not even a Mayan, has ever learned. 
Later, these young men were in a group 
who petitioned to move to an abandoned 
village to establish a village with a 
Christian government. If this village is 
established, it will be the first Christian 
village in Quintana Roo. Pray for its 
establishment. 

The old chief assigns each of his male 
subjects to the “guarding of the cross” 
for a two week’s period. He says, “The 


Mexican Government has its authority, ' 


the delegado [local government repre- 
sentative] has his authority, and"I have 
mine. If my people refuse to ‘guard the 
cross,’ I lose my authority. My own 
children refuse to obey me, and I am 
disgraced.” To this the mother adds a 
very emotional appeal. The missionary 
tries to reason with the old couple and 
to give them the Gospel story, but the 
old chief says, “God gave us our re- 
ligion, and I will die by it.” So these 
two go out with their minds darkened, 
and only God’s white light can ever 
bring them to the truth. They should 
have our prayers. 


(Continued on page 1172) 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 9. SOURCES OF OUR KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS 


Mark 2:13, 14; Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30, 31; 21:25; Acts 1:1; 20:35; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; 15:3-8; Colossians 
4:14; 1 John 1:1-4; printed text, Luke 1:1- 4; John 20: 30, 31, 21:25; 1 Corinthians 15: 3-5; 1 John 1;1-4 


Golden Text.—These are written, that ye might believe thet Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye 
might have life through his neme.—John 20:31 


Kinc James VERSION 


Luke 1:1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth . 


in ordef a declaration of those things which are most surely 
believed among us, 

2 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the begin- 
ning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 

3 It seemed good to me also, having ‘had perfect understand- 
ing of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, 
most excellent Theophilus, 

4 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been instructed. 


John 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 

31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; anc that believing ye might have 
life through his name. 


Chap. 21:25 And there, are al... many other things which Jesus 
did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose 
that even the world itself could not contain the books that should 
be written. Amen. 


1 Cor. 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; 

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures: 

5 And that he was secn of Cephas, then of the twelve. 


1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 

2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 
witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellow- 
ship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may 
be full. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


"Tie sources of our knowledge of the 
life, ‘death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ are more abundant 
and reliable than those from which we 
can reconstruct the biographies of any 
other notable persons of ancient history. 
Yet many foolishly question the records 
and refuse to study them carefully. 
Often thesobjection is raised that all we 
know about the Lord Jesus Christ is 
contained in one book, the Bible. They 
who so speak forget that the Bible is 
more than a book; it is a library consisting 
of many manuscripts, by different 
authors, which have been brought to- 
gether into one great collection. 


The writers of the four Gospels, Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, are all in- 
dependent authorities, giving us the 
facts concerning Jesus as they knew 
them. Added to their somewhat lengthy 
brochures, we have abundant references 
in the Letters of Paul, James, Peter, 
John, and Jude to the person and work 
of Christ to assure us that the material 
contained in the Gospels was well known 
to them and recognized by thousands of 
well-informed persons in Judea and else- 
where as actually historical. Of what 
other person of the same general period 
of time have we as much information? 
As we read these records with an open 
mind we cannot but be impressed with 
their sobriety and truthfulness, and as 
we look to God to reveal to our souls 
the reality of the One whom they por- 
tray, we may be sure He will attest the 
records as divinely inspired. 


* % © bd 


The Historical Setting 

While no actual dates can be given 
for the writing of the Gospels, they were 
all in circuJation before the close of 
the first century of our era. Copious 
quotations can be found from them all 
in the earliest Christian writings from 
A.D. 100 on. The Letters of Paul to the 
Corinthians were written about A.D, 59 
and 60, and in all probability from the 
city of Philippi, where Paul was laboring 
before starting back to Antioch toward 
the close of his third missionary jour- 
ney. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 1:1—“Those things which are 
most surely -believed among us.” Luke 
refers to the facts concerning the Lord 
Jesus Christ, His miraculous birth, His 
teachings and miracles, His vicarious 
death, and His glorious resurrection and 
ascension to Heaven. Of all these things 
there was widespread knowledge in the 
early church, 


Verse 2.—“They delivered them to us, 
which... were eyewitnesses, and min- 
isters of the word.” The testimony of 
those who had been companions of Christ 
in the days of His flesh had been passed 
on to others, who had received the mes- 
gage as one based on the very highest 
authority. In other words, the story of 
Jesus is not a collection of legends or 
‘myths added to throughout the years, 
but it is a record of well-known facts, 
accredited by many faithful witnesses. 

Verse 3.—“Having had perfect under- 
standing of all things from the first.” 
Luke, a physician, a man of culture and 
capable of weighing evidence, had a first- 
hand knowledge of what he has recorded 


in the Book that bears his name apd 
which he dedicated to an official of the 
Roman Empire, the “most excellent The- 
ophilus.” The title indicates a governor 
of a province or one of: equally -high 
position. The Book of Acts, also written 
by Luke, is dedicated to the same per- 
son (Acts 1:1). 

Verse 4.—“That thou mightest know 
the certainty of those things, wherein 


_ thou hast been instructed, ” Luke’s care- 


ful, painstaking record was written to 
confirm Theophilus in the faith he pro- 
fessed already and, of course, to instruct 
other seekers after the truth: 

John 20:30.—“Many other signs. truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his. dis- 
ciples.” John recorded but a few of. the 
miracles wrought by Jesus Christ. ‘To 


these he might have added many moore. ° 


He only stressed those which the Holy 
Spirit led him to mention as evidehons 
of the deity of Christ. 

Verse 31.—“These are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God.” In these words John 
explains why he wrote this Gospel.’ It 
was to make evident the great truth that 
Jesus was in reality the Christ, that is, 
the anointed One (the promised Messiah) 
and as to the mystery of His per son, the 
Son of God. 

Chap. 21:25.— 
other things which Jesus did.” It has 
not pleased God to give us a full ac- 
count of all the works and words of 
Jesus. He lived so full a life that it 
would have taken a great library to do 
justice to all His acts and teaching. 

1 Cor, 15:3.—“I delivered unto you 

. that which I also received.” Paul 
received the truth about Jesus first by 
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direct revelation from Heaven and later 
by the testimony of Peter (Gal. 1:18), 
and, doubtless, of others of the apostolic 
company, as suggested in Galatians 2:6. 
All were agreed as to the great facts 
of Christ’s life and His death for our 
sins. : 

Verse 4—“He was buried, and... 
he rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures.” What was predicted 
in the Old Testament was fulfilled in 
Christ. He was buried in a rich man’s 
tomb (Isa. 53:9), but rose from the dead 
without seeing corruption, according to 
Psalm 16:10, 


‘Verse 5.—“‘He was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve.” There was abun- 
dant witness that Jesus actually rose 
from the dead— too many saw and con- 
versed with Him after His resurrection 
to admit of the possibility that they had 
all been misled or deceived, 


1 John 1:1—“That which was from 
the beginning.” This expression, with 
which the First Epistle of John opens, 
is: not the same as “In the beginning,” 
with which the Gospel is introduced. 
The latter refers to the past eternity: 
the former to the beginning of Chris- 
tianity. Note how frequently the ex- 
pression is used in John’s First and Sec- 
ond Letters. See 1 John 2:7, 13, 14, 24 
(twice); 3:11; 2 John 5, 6. In each in- 
stance it refers definitely to that which 
had been made known from the begin- 
ning of the Christian Era, and which we 
are responsible to maintain to the end. 


Verse 2.—“The life was manifested.” 
That is, divine, eternal life was fully 
told out in Jesus. He was, on earth, the 
supreme manifestation of that life. 


Verse 3.—“That which. we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you.” John 
wrote as an eyewitness; therefore com- 
petent to present the truth concerning 
the Saviour whom he knew so well. It 
was his joy to share this knowledge with 
others. 

Verse 4.—“These things write we unto 
you, that your joy may be full.” It is 
as we know and understand the testi- 
mony of God concerning His Son that 
we enter into fullness of joy. The better 
acquainted we become with the Scrip- 
tures concerning Christ the more our 
spirits will be refreshed and our faith 
strengthened. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ Himself is -the outstanding 
theme of Christianity. Faith in Him, 
acknowledgment of His deity, and heart 
allegiance to His authority —these are 
the marks of one who has been born 
of God. In other words, it is not the 
acceptance of certain dogmatic state- 
ments about Christ that saves, but re- 
ceiving Him into the heart by faith, and 
owning His rightful claims. To refuse 
to recognize Him as Son of God is fatal, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
1, January 2.—The World in Which 
Jesus Lived. Matthew 22:15 to 
23:39; Luke 2; 3:1-3; Galatians 4:1-5 
Next Week's Lesson 
3. January 16.—The Boyhood and 
Youth of Jesus. Matthew 2:13-15, 
19-23; Mark 6:3; Luke 2:39-52 








To confess Him as such brings eternal 
blessing. All who so confess Him are 
born of God. 


Lesson Outline 
Tue TESTIMONY AS TO CHRIST 


1. The witness of Dr. Luke (Luke 1:1-4) 

2. The testimony of John, the beloved 
friend of Jesus (John 20:30, 31; 21: 
25) 

3. The testimony of Paul the apostle to 
the Gentiles (1 Cor. 15:3-5) 

4. John’s final message concerning the 
real Christ (1 John 1:1-4) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Gospels Are True Histories, The 
records of the four evangelists bear 
every evidence of credibility. There is 
nothing in them of a merely sensational 
character, nor any taint of fanaticism or 
of willful deception. The authors were 
men whose moral integrity was above 
suspicion. They wrote the facts as they 
had seen and known them. Neither is 
there any evidence of collusion on the 
part of these four men. Each wrote as 
led of the Holy Spirit, and even the 
seeming discrepancies, when viewed 
aright, only confirm the independence of 
the witnesses. 


Summaries and Applications 


God has given us four Gospels in or- 
der that we may see Christ in four as- 
pects, as the King, the servant of Jeho- 
vah, the perfect man, and the Son of 
God incarnate. 

It is noticeable that it is Luke, the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HICH of our Gospels would be among 
the narratives referred to in Luke 1:1? 


2. Why would not John’s Gospel be 
among them? 
3. What indication have we in Luke's 
preface that inspiration and hard work go 
together? 


4. In what respect is Luke’s Gospel dif- 
ferent from the other three? 


5. How would you compare Luke’s pur- 
pose in writing with that of John? 

6. How do you explain the hyperbole of 
John 21:25? 

7. In what different relations did Luke 
and John stand to their subject? 


8. Whose work, then, will be the more 
trustworthy? 


9. From whom did Paul receive the facts 
he enumerates in 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4? 

10. Does this mean that Paul never heard 
the facts of the Gospel from Peter, say, or 
Barnabas, or others who were “in Christ” 
before him? (See Gal.,1:11, 12.) 


(Answers on page 1166) 
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physician, who gives us the most de- 
tailed account of the virgin birth of our 
Lord. God has said, “In the mouth of 
two or three witnesses [shall] every 
word .., be established” (Mait. 18:16). 
He has given many more witnesses to 
the life of His blessed Son, in order that 
we might be assured beyond any ques- 
tion of the truth of the records, 
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. From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, how gladdened we are by 
Thy wonderful works to the children of 
men! We rejoice in Thy creative work 
in this amazing world. So many glori- 
ous things are here, noble and right, 
sO many signs of Thy power, wisdom, 
and love as the Maker of all. Still more 
do we rejoice in Thy work of saving 
sinners through Jesus Christ. For all 
He is to us and the whole family of 
Thy children, we thank Thee, Father. As 
we set ourselves to study afresh the 
story of our Saviour, we pray that He 
may become more real, more adorable, 
more precious to us than ever, and that 
we may trust and obey Him more fully 
than ever before. Hear us for those 
who know not of the Saviour yet. Send 
out Thy Gospel messengers till none 
shall live and die ignorant of Thee and 
Thy salvation. Help and bless the sick, 





THE GOSPELS PRESENT 


A Trustwortay STORY OF THE 











the discouraged, the hungry, and the 
homeless. Comfort any who mourn, and 
may the heartache and sorrow of a world 
under the curse soon give place to the 
joy-and gladness of Thy glorious King- 
dom. Forgive our sins, lead us into all 
Thy will for us, and ever be the guardian 
of our way, for Thy Son’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Two cars collided 
outside my office recently. One careened 
into the steps of our building, and now 
they must be rebuilt. In the police re- 
port no mention was made of the dam- 
age done to the steps, so to get our 
claim settled, we had to put it in a law- 
yer’s hands. The first thing he asked 
was this, “Have you any witnesses who 
saw what happened?” When we said, 
“Yes,” he replied, “That’s all I need to 
know.” He was satisfied he could get 
a settlement if we had witnesses who 
knew the facts because they were there, 

The story of Christ told in the Gos- 
pels is the story of what people who 
were there actually saw and heard 
Christ do and say. Luke got the story 
from eyewitnesses, he tells us. So did 
Mark, for he was the secretary of Peter, 
and gives Peter’s eyewitness account, 
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Then, since Matthew and John were of 
the Twelve, all four Gospels give us 
eyewitness accounts. You and I were 
not there, but we have the record of 
those who were. And so certain were 
they, and so impressed about it all, they 
kept right on telling the story even when 
they were beaten and jailed for it. That 
makes more certain the truth of what 
they had to tell. They bore all that so 
that you and I might know the story 
and trust the Saviour. Be sure to be at 
Sunday school every week, for we are 
going to study this wonderful story of 
the Lord Jesus for six months. I’m pray- 
ing we may all get to know it better, 
and better still, that some who haven’t 
yet believed on the Saviotr may do so 
and have eternal life, 


VANcouveER, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“That thou mightest know the cer- 
tainty of those things” (Luke 1:4).—It is 
a matter for which we should be pro- 
foundly thankful that Luke, the “be- 
loved physician,” was both exercised and 
enabled of the Lord to “trace all things 
accurately from the first,” in order that 
Theophilus—and all others— might 
“know the certainty of those things” 
concerning our blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

Notice the order which Luke mentions 
in his opening verses. There were the 
original eyewitnesses, and these were 
ministers of the Word who relate the 
events to others, who in turn write them 
exactly as given. Then Luke goes ac- 
curately over them from the beginning 
and gives “the solid truth of what you 
have been taught.” Luke was the com- 
panion of Paul the apostle, who assures 
us that “all scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). And so 
“surely believed” have these things been, 
that myriads of believers have sacrificed 
their lives rather than forfeit them. 

No four books in the world have been 
so faithfully translated, so diligently 
read, and so carefully pondered as have 
the four Gospels. And certainly no other 
books have been so effective. 

Leonard Sheldrake says a Buddhist 
priest, while rummaging amid the refuse 
in a temple of inaccessible Tibet, 
picked up a torn piece of paper contain- 
ing the words of the Lord Jesus, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” The priest knew not the source 
of the words, but put on sackcloth and 
was broken in repentance immediately, 
for he felt that God had spoken. 

This poor devotee of a hopeless re- 
ligion cried, “I am not pure in heart, i 
shall not see God.” This one sentence 
from the lips of the Lord Jesus turned 
a bigoted Buddhist priest into a con- 
science-stricken sinner. The wound 
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these words made was later healed by 
the balm of the Gospel—“Come unto 
me ...andI will give you rest.” 

Whether in Tibet or America, in Af- 
rica or Labrador, among sages or sav- 
ages, the words of the Lord Jesus have 
had the same effect and wrought the 
same results. 


“But these are written, that ye might 
believe” (John 20:31).—This accounts 
for the fact that according to all data 
that can be gathered, the Gospel accord- 
ing to John has been blessed of the Holy 
Spirit to more conversions than any 
other portion of the Holy Scriptures. 

Although I knew many verses of 
Scripture in my unsaved days, it was 
John 5:24 that clinched the matter of 
everlasting life for me. Only eternity 
will reveal how many precious souls 
passed from death into life as a result 
of such verses as John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24; 
6:47; 10:9; 14:6; 19:30 and 20:31. Mil- 


' lions of copies of John have been given 


away by firms and by individuals, A 
steady stream of Gospels of John con- 
tinues to flow into all parts of the world 
—for which we praise God. 
“Christ died for our sins ... was buried 
.. Tose again... and... was seen” 


December 25, 1948 


(1 Cor. 15:3-5).—Here we have the out- 
standing facts of the Gospel according 
to apostolic declaration This is the Gos- 
pel Paul preached, and concerning which 
he said, “Though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel .. . let 
him be accursed” (Gal, 1:8). The same 
apostle says it is by this Gospel that we 
are saved. 

We have all sinned, and as a con- 
sequence deserve the wages ef sin. We 
are as helpless to change our condition 
as is the leopard to change his spots 
(Jer. 13:23). But the sinless Saviour 
bore our sins “in his own body on the 
tree” (1 Pet. 2:24), and endured God’s 
judgment against them (Isa. 53:10). His 
burial is proof positive of His death; and 
His resurrection is the assurance of God’s 
satisfaction with that sacrifice (Acts 17: 
31). And His manifestation after His 
resurrection to witnesses chosen before 
by God, confirms the fact to every de- 
vout mind. Since there were more thap 
500 eyewitnesses at one time (1 Cor, 
15:6), the majority of whom were alive 
at the time the Apostle Paul wrote, it 
can be seen that collusion to deceive 
was impossible, 


All preaching that Gospel will find 


The Gospel Everybody Reads 
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that it is still “the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth.” 


“We have heard, ... we have seen... 
we have looked upon [or attentively 
contemplated], and . . . have handled 

..” (1 John 1:1).—As long as the apos- 
tles had such intimate contact with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, no one should have 
difficulty accepting their testimony. 
When a case is being tried in court, it 
is not the hearsay witness but the eye- 
witness that receives the special atten- 
tion of judge and jury. 

The Apostle John states that the real 
purpose of the declaration of the wit- 
ness of the apostles is that our fellow- 
ship may be with them and with the 
Father and with the Son. Fellowship 
really means “having in common.” What 
could be more desirable than communion 
with the Father and Son! 

Those who carry on such communion 
have occasion to say with the Psalmist, 
“My heart is bubbling over!” It is re- 
ported that D. L. Moody while in sweet 
communion experienced such a bubbling 
over that.he said, “Stay thy hand, Lord, 
this frail vessel can hold no more!” 


Wawona, CALir, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if you are careful be- 
S fore acting upon information you 
will want to know its source; espe- 
cially if you are going to make an in- 
vestment because of it. The most im- 
portant information you will ever receive 
is that which concerns the identity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the claim 
He has upon you; your investment here 
involves your most precious asset— 
nothing less than your very life. 

The Christian believer recognizes two 
authentic sources for the facts concern- 
ing Jesus Christ as entirely sufficient 
and satisfying: the Word of God and 
the witness of the Holy Spirit. There 
can be none surer than these, and the 
believer does not ask for any other evi- 
dence. But there are some people (a 
vast multitude) who are not believers 
and are unwilling to accept the state- 
ments of the Bible; they say it is a 
mythical book of legends, fabricated by 
fallible human minds; and as for the 
Holy Spirit, that (not He) is merely a 
creation of superstition. Now what are 
you going to say to people who think 
—some honestly —like that? 

Well, you can tell them that the fact 
of Jesus Christ, as an individual and a 
reality, is not only proclaimed with the 
highest authority by the Bible which is 
the Word of Almighty God, but secular 
history also records His birth “between 
8 B.C. and 4 B.C. (near the end of the 
reign of Herod the Great) [and that He 
was] crucified about the year 29 A.D.” 
It tells of His messiahship, His virgin 
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birth, Mary His mother, Bethlehem His 
birthplace, Nazareth the home of His 
childhood; it traces His genealogy back 
through David and Abraham to Adam — 
also a number of other incidents in His 
life, and it relates His vicarious death 
on the cross of Calvary. This I find in 
a recently published volume of biograph- 
ical sketches of 40,000 noteworthy per- 
sons dating all the way back to ancient 
philosophers and down to notables of 
the present day —for instance, our pres- 
ent Secretary of State George C, Mar- 
shall. It is a kind of “Who’s Who in 
the World for All Ages.” I find it a 
very useful book, and refer to it fre- 
quently. It devotes about 430 words to 
the record of Jesus, 180 words to Le- 
onardo da Vinci, 540 words to Washing- 
ton, 400 to Lincoln, and 240 to Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. 


There are many other historical books 
(Josephus is the author of one), besides 
the Bible, which refer to Jesus Christ 
as an actual person who lived upon this 
earth about nineteen and one-half cen- 
turies ago. I mention these to show that 
He is a generally accepted reality in his- 
tory and literature, and eminent jurists 
have stated that there is no more fully 
authenticated fact than the fact of Jesus 
Christ; that the existing evidence would 
stand the most rigid scrutiny of any 
court of law today. 

I do not have to rely upon these books 
for my fullest knowledge of our Saviour, 
nor does any other believing Christian. 
The Bible tells me all that I need to 
know, not only of the physical facts, 
but better still, it gives me the deep and 
wonderful spiritual significance of His 
coming to earth as my personal Saviour, 
and the very definite promise of His 
coming again to receive me unto Him- 
self whether I am physically alive or ly- 
ing in my grave. These facts are of 
greater importance than anything else I 
could possibly imagine. 

You accept without question the his- 
torical fact of George Washington, 
though you never saw him, nor is there 
any person living who ever saw him; 
you have not the slightest doubt that 
he lived here in America during the 
colonial days and justly earned the rev- 
erent title of “Father of His Country,” 
and you have a profound respect for him, 
even a reverence for his name. But it 
is a vastly greater privilege for you and 
me to recognize and accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our personal Redeemer, for 
the most wonderful Book in all the 
world so presents Him to us. “He will 
come” (Old Testament); “He has come” 
(the four Gospels); “He will come 
again” (the Epistles and the Revelation). 

FonTANA Dam, N. C. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivien D. Gunderson 
Sources oF OuR KNOWLEDGE oF JESUS 


SSIGNMENTS to be given the week 

before: (1) Helen, see what you 
can learn about Matthew, the writer of 
the first Book of the New Testament. 
Look up Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13, 14; 
and Luke 5:27-29. (2) Donna, see what 
you can learn about Luke from Luke 
1:1-4; Acts 1:1; and Colossians 4:14. 
(3) Mary, see what you can learn about 
John from Matthew 4:21, 22; Matthew 
26:37; Luke 9:28; and John 19:26, 27. 
(4) Verna, please be ready to tell us 
something about Peter from Matthew 
4:18, 19; Matthew 16:15, 16; Luke 22:54- 
62; and John 21:15-17. (5) Gladys, 
please be prepared to tell us of what 
Peter said that he was a witness in 1 
Peter 5:1; and 2 Peter 1:16-18. (6) Joyce, 
please be prepared to tell us how Paul 
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By Wade C.’ Smith 
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knew that Jesus was alive. See Acts 
9; Acts 18:9, 10; and 1 Corinthians 11:23. 

The children of a busy pastor were 
constantly disturbing him when he 
wanted to study. One day he bought 
them a jigsaw map of the world. “That 
will keep them busy and quiet for a 
long time,” he said to himself. 

But in just a few minutes the children 
were back at his side saying, “We fin- 
ished that. What shall we do next?” 

“You can’t be through already,” said 
the father. But sure enough every piece 
was in its proper place. “How could 
you figure it out so fast,” he asked the 
children? 

“Well, Father, there was a picture of 
a man on the back, so we put that to- 
gether, and when we turned it over, 
the map was done, too.” 

Just so, the Lord Jesus is the key to 
the Bible. The whole Bible points to 
Him. But today we are going to think 
about some of the New Testament 
writers whom God used to tell about 
His death and resurrection. 

Who wrote the first Gospel? Helen 
will tell us what she found out about 
Matthew. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all 
tell of Matthew’s call. But when Mat- 
thew tells it he just says that Jesus said, 
“Follow me. And he arose, and fol- 
lowed him.” Here is a little poem that 
I like very much, which could well refer 
to Matthew’s call. 

I heard Him call, 

My gold grew dim, 

My heart went after Him, 

I rose and followed, 

That was all. 

Who would not follow 

If he heard Him call? 
After Matthew mentions his call, he tells 
about what Jesus did at a feast in the 
house. From Mark we learn that the 
feast was in Matthew’s house. Luke tells 
us that Matthew left all to follow Jesus 
and he also tells us that Matthew made 
a great feast. 

Matthew seems to have been the fifth 
disciple called, so he was an eyewitness 
of many of the miracles as well as of 
the death and resurrection of our Lord, 

The Book of Mark tells nothing at all 
about its writer. Mark was not one of 
the twelve disciples, and we do not know 
whether or not he knew the Lord Jesus 
when He was here on earth. Some be- 
lieve that he was John Mark, the nephew 
of Barnabas. In that case he was prob- 
ably quite young when Jesus was on 
earth. It is commonly believed that 
Mark was in close touch with Peter 
when he wrote his Gospel. Certainly 
Peter was a man of action, and Mark 
is certainly a book of action. 

Now let us have Donna’s report on 
Luke. In Luke 1:3, Luke says he had 
perfect understanding of all things “front 
the very first.” That phrase comes from 
a Greek wérd which means “from 
above.” Luke tells Theophilus that what 


- he learned from eyewitnesses was con- 


firmed by God Himself. Luke was a 
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companion of the great Apostle Paul, 
but he does not mention himself in Acts, 
his second book, any more than he does 
in Luke. But as we are reading Acts, 
we suddenly realize that the pronoun 
has changed from “they” to “us,” and 
then we know that Luke is with Paul. 

Mary, you tell us what you learned 
about John. John does not mention his 
name in his Gospel either. Whenever 
he refers to himself, he says, “that dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved.” The writers 
of the four Gospels are remarkable for 
the way in which they efface themselves, 
Each is concerned that Christ may be 
seen, rather than himself. This is one 
of the evidences that their accounts are 
true. They certainly did not write for 
the purpose of making themselves 
famous, neither did they write for money 
or honor. They got no earthly reward 
but persecution. No motive for writing 
the Gospels can be found, excepting that 
the disciples were constrained by God 
to write about the most wonderful Per- 
son ever born on this planet, so that all 
might believe in Him and have life 
through His name. 

Verna, tell us what you found out 
about Peter. Peter did not write a Gos- 
pel, but his sermons are quoted in Acts, 
and he gave his testimony in his Epis- 
tles also. Gladys, please tell us of what 
he was a witness. Peter figures more 
than any other disciple in the four Gos- 
pels, and also in Acts, so that the state- 
ments he makes about the Lord Jesus 
have great weight. 

Joyce, tell us how Paul knew that 
Jesus was alive. Although he was not 
even a Christian till some time after 
the ascension of Christ, yet his whole 
life after he met Christ was a powerful 
witness to the truth of the Gospel. 
Notice that he had definite dealings with 
the risen Lord. Paul heard His voice 
on more than one occasion, and Paul, 
as well as Luke, had the experience of 
the Lord Himself confirming truths to 
him. For instance, Paul does not say, 
“The other disciples explained to me the 
importance of the communion service.” 
No, he says, “I received of the Lord 


What then are the sources of our 
knowledge of Jesus? First, the “holy 
men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” Every man we 
have talked about today was one of those 
“holy men,” who spoke on the pages of 
the Bible. Also we may learn of Christ 
from those who have known Him in the 
past and who are now in Heaven, and 
from those who know Him now and 
who are still on earth. And then, last 
but not least, we may know the Lord 
Jesus Christ for ourselves so well that 
nothing could ever make us doubt Him. 

When I went to college, I heard a lot 
of infidel talk. Some of the professors 
spoke as if no one with any intelligence 
believed in Christ as a living Saviour. 
But when I thought over what they said, 
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it could not trouble me long, because at 
the very time they were trying to prove 
to me that He is not alive, He was an- 
swering my prayers and in wonderful 
ways showing me that He is alive. 

I showed one of my professors two 
lines which were printed in THE SunDAY 
ScHOooL TIMEs, 

—- scholars disagree, I find it daily 

rue 

Christ Jesus does for me, what only God 

can do. 
I said, “I did not write that, but that is 
my testimony.” This professor looked at 
it, and then at me, and he said, “Miss 
Gunderson, that is unanswerable.” And, 
girls, it really is! Let us thank God 
this morning that we have His holy 
Word which testifies of Christ, and that 
we have a living Saviour, who can 
brighten all our days by His presence in 
such a way that we can never doubt 
Him, 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


Miss Gunderson’s Scripture Cate- 
chism cards on “God the Son” and 
“The Work of Christ,” with ten 
questions and Scriptural answers on 
each, are appropriate for use with 
the lessons on the life of Christ. 
They may be had at 1 cent each from 
Miss Vivian Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash, ye 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a + fs $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Book a Stranger Left.—These are 
written, . . . that believing ye might 
have life through his name (John 20: 
31, Golden Text). Mr. Yeh, an inn- 
keeper in a Chinese city, had never 
heard the Gospel until last year. One 
morning when sweeping the room where 
a guest had been, a book was found left 
behind, evidently unintentionally. Mr. 
Yeh thought it was a dictionary, but 
found it was a reading book. He sat 
down to read at once, turning first to 
Genesis —for it was a Bible. There he 
read of the creation, quite a new story 
to him. Fascinated, he read on, in fact, 
he could hardly put the book down and 
get his work done. But, as he read, it 
seemed to reveal to him that he was a 
sinner in God’s sight. At this thought 
he feared, but further reading indicated 
that Jesus Christ could forgive sins and 
save the sinner; so he gave himself, a 
sinner, to Him who hitherto had been 
a stranger—From Maybeth Gray, in 
China’s Millions. Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


When the Master Plays.—It seemed 
good to me also .. . to write unto thee 
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in order (Luke 1:3). Dr. G. W. Garner 
gives an illustration which is apt. He 
says that a master musician goes into 
a church, and plays on the pipe organ 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 
He then goes to the piano and plays 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 
Next he adjusts the Italian harp and 
plays, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name.” Finally he picks up his violin 
and plays “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name.” Thus we- have the same 
musician, and the same music, but 
played on different instruments accord- 
ing to their varying natures. God is 
that Master Musician. The music is the 
glorious Gospel of redemption through 
the blood of His crucified Son. When 
He would sound the music of His mes- 
sage He played upon the personality of 
Paul; when He would sing the raptures 
of His grace through Peter, He used the 
individuality of Peter; and when He 
would tell of His love through John, He 
used the compassionate nature of that 
beloved disciple—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Not a “New Religion.”—That thou 
mightest know the certainty of those 
things, wherein thou hast been instructed 
(Luke 1:4). When George Whitfield 
was shaking England with the thunders 
of his revival preaching, a_ certain 
baronet said to a friend: “This man 
Whitfield is truly a great man. Surely 
he will be the founder of a new religion.” 
“A new religion!” exclaimed the friend. 
“Yes,” said the baronet, “if it is not a 
new religion, what do you call it?” “I 
say of it that it is nothing but the old 
religion revived and heated with divine 
energy in a man who really means what 
he says.” The old-fashioned Gospel pro- 


duces old-fashioned conversions when it - 


is preached under the power of the di- 
vine Spirit—From Pentecostal Herald. 
Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, 
Nebr. 


Look for Yourself.—That thou might- 
est know the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been instructed (Luke 
1:4). A teacher had been telling her 
class of teen-age girls of the glory of 
Christ in a past eternity and of His leav- 
ing it all to’come to earth to save sin- 
ners. “But, Miss .’ said one of 
them, “how do you know all this?” Of 
course the girl received the obvious an- 
swer: “Because it is all in God’s Word. 
Look for yourself and see, in John 17:5!” 
—From a personal experience. Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


A Real Cause for Amazement.—That 
which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you (1 John 1:3). A few years 
ago there appeared a newspaper account 
of a Southern girl of sixteen, the daugh- 
ter of a poor farmer, who made her way 
to Memphis, where for the first time 
in her life she saw such things as 
electric lights, trolley cars, moving pic- 
tures, and heard a radio. She was de- 
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scribed as intelligent, but had never 
heard of leading world characters. She 
said, “I knew it couldn’t be a dream, 
because I never dreamed anything as 
wonderful as this.” This led America 
to moralize a bit: “The country is as- 
tonished on discovering a girl ignorant 
about radios and electric lights and trol- 
ley cars, but it is not astonished at seeing 
millions of boys and girls ignorant about 
God and their own souls. One Ameri- 
can girl does not know who Hitler is; 
that’s simply amazing. Millions of 
American girls do not know who Christ 
is; that’s not amazing at all in this so- 
called Christian country.”—From _ the 
Presbyterian. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Is It Weariness or Ecstasy to You?— 
That ye also may have fellowship with 
us: and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ 
(1 John 1:3). In his frank little volume 
of “Confessions,” Gilbert Sellars tells of 
a night on which he picked up his Bible 
to read his usual chapter before retir- 
ing. But his mind rebelled. It struck 
him as a weariness, and, leaving the 
Bible unread, he went off to bed. But, 
lying awake in the darkness, he remem- 
bered the day on which he first opened 
that majestic Book. Having left his 
childhood’s home in a pretty little Sus- 
sex village, he had plunged to the low- 
est depths of sensuality and’ depravity. 
Hunting one evening through some 
things that he had brought from home, 
he chanced upon the new Bible that his 
parents had given him. Opening it at 
random, he was amazed at the way in 
which it gripped him. “It really seemed,” 
he says, “as if the light of Heaven shone 
upon every word, and I felt that I was 
listening to the very voice of God.” It 
changed his whole life. He became, in 
deed and truth, a transfigured man in a 
transfigured world. But this was more 


than twenty years earlier. And now! 
It is a weariness to him! He goes off 
to bed without reading it! Rebuked by 


this flood of recollection, he rises, re- 
lights the lamp, goes back to the deserted 
fireside, picks up the neglected Bible, 
and reads, with something of his former 
zest, the chapter that had seized his soul 
on that other night, long years ago. 
Never again did the sacred volume lose 
its hold upon his heart; and often, in 
those mellow after-years, he was found 
with his Bible open before him and a 
look of unutterable ecstasy upon his radi- 
ant countenance.—From “Ships of Pearl,” 
by F. W. Boreham. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Forced absence from God’s ordinances 
and forced presence with wicked peo- 
ple are great afflictions; but when the 
force ceases, and such a situation is con- 
tinued of choice, then it becomes a great 
sin.—Matthew Henry. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Men Who Wrote of Jesus 
(Luke -1:1-4; Mark 2:13, 14) 


AME some people who told about 

the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. (The 
shepherds.) How did they know? (An 
angel told them.) Who told about Him 
in Jerusalem? (Simeon and Anna.) How 
did they know? (The Holy Spirit told 
Simeon; Anna heard Simeon.) Who 
told about Him in (name of your 
town) last week? Did you? How did 
you know? (From parents, teacher, 
Bible.) You see, after the Lord Jesus 
died on the cross to save His people from 
their sins and went back to Heaven, He 
wanted everybody in the whole world to 
know. Some people told the stories over 
and over. Some wrote them down so 
they would not be forgotten. I am sure 
you can name the four men who wrote 
the long stories of the Lord Jesus called 
Gospels: Matthew, Mark Luke, John. 


Now this morning I am going to ask 
each of you to write a story—no, not 
a story of the Lord Jesus, but a story 
of one of the men who wrote that story. 
(Assign each pupil one of the four Gos- 
pel authors.) Here are questions and 
Bible verses to help you. (Give each 
group a written copy.) Try to find 
what kind of work each man did, and 
how he knew about the Lord Jesus, 


Matthew (also called Levi): What 
kind of work did he do? (Luke 5:27.) 
Why did he give up that work? (vs. 
27, 28.) What did he do that all his 
friends might have a chance to know 
the Lord Jesus, too? (v. 29.) Find two 
names that he was called as one of the 
Lord’s helpers (Matt. 10:1-3). What did 
he do for the Lord? (vs, 7, 8.) 

Mark (also called John): Why did he 
have a good chance to hear the story of 
the Lord Jesus? (Acts 12:12.) With 
whom did he travel and whom did he 
help on a missionary trip? (chaps. 12: 
25; 13:5.) Did he finish the trip with 
them? (chap. 13:13.) What trouble was 
there about Mark on the second trip? 
(chap. 15:37-40.) Did Paul later want 
Mark? (2 Tim. 4:11.) What loving name 
does Peter call him (1 Pet. 5:13), and 
where was Mark then? It is thought 
that Mark wrote down the stories Peter 
told him of the Lord Jesus, just as Peter 
remembered seeing things happen (Mark 
5:37). 

Luke (or Lucas): What was his work? 
(Col, 4:14.) He traveled with Paul on 
his first missionary trip to Europe — 
notice the “we” in Acts 16:10. Was he 
more than just a doctor? (Philem. 24.) 
While Paul was in prison soon to be 
killed, was Luke still faithful? (2 Tim. 
4:10, 11.) How did Luke know the 
stories of the Lord Jesus? (Luke 1:2, 3.) 
Why did he write them? (v. 4.) He also 
wrote the continued story of what hap- 
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pened after the Lord went back to 
Heaven (Acts 1:1, 2). 

John: What was his business? (Matt. 
4:21.) Why did he have a good chance 
to know about the Lord Jesus? (Mark 
3:14-17; 1 John 1:1.) What nickname did 
the Lord give him and his brother? 
(Mark 3:17.) What did they hope to 
do? (Mark 10:35-37.) John was one of 
the three whom the Lord let seg things 
kept secret from the others (Mark 5:37; 
14:32, 33; Luke 9:28). How did John 
show his love for Jesus? (John 13:23.) 
At the cross, how did the Lord show 
His love for John? (chap. 19:26, 27.) 
Why did John write his stories of the 
Lord Jesus? (chap, 20:31.) 

The teacher will need to give help on 
understanding the passages. The facil- 
ity of the pupils should be considered 
in making assignments; for instance, 
there are about twice as many refer- 
ences for John as for Matthew. For 
younger children eliminate some of the 
questions. At the end of the period 
children’s stories should be read aloud 
to the class. 

“These are written, that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ” (John 20: 
31, Memory Verse). I am glad these 
four men wrote the stories of the Lord 
Jesus, so I believed and have eternal 
life. Suppose I lived off in some heathen 
part of the world and had never heard 
and couldn’t read! Are you glad? Then 
let us say our thank-you’s to God. 

Orono, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


F GOD had not raised up men to write 
the Gospels, we would not have 

known much about what Jesus did when 
He was on earth, but four men wrote 
about the things Jesus did. Two men, 
Matthew and Luke, write about His 
family that had lived before Him, and 
about His birth. Mark begins his story 
at the time of Jesus’ bantism, but he 
tells us about John the Baptist who fore- 
told the coming of the Lord Jesus, John 
goes back to the beginning, when Jesus 
was with His Father God, before He 
came to be born in Bethlehem of Judea. 

And so we study these four Gospéls. 
We call them “Gospels” because they 
tell us how to be saved, how Christ’ died 
for our sins. Matthew and John were 
two of the disciples of Jesus. Luke 
was a physician who often traveled with 
Paul, and who had gathered his story 
from those who were eyewitnesses from 
the beginning of Christ’s earthly life. 
Mark was the son of one of the women 
who followed the Lord Jesus, so he must 
have known Jesus and have seen many 
of His miracles. 

We tell you these things because there 
are people who will tell you that we 
don’t know anything about what Jesus 
did when He was on earth. They some- 
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times tell you that the Gospels cannot 
be true because each man tells some- 
thing different. But if they all told the 
same things, it would, mean that one 
copied from the other, 

If all of you children went to see a 
parade, every one would tell me some- 
thing different about the same parade. 
I’ve tried this. Three boys went to the 
parade. I asked Norman what he saw. 
He said, “Oh, there were so many bands, 
and they had all kinds of horns.” Then 
I asked the next boy, Alden, and he said, 
“You know Richard [the boy across the 
street] was in the parade, and he had 
on a new white shirt and a blue hat and 
a red sash. He surely looked nice.” The 
third boy said, “There was a girl that 
was a drum majorette, and she could 
sure throw that stick up in the air and 
catch it every time. I wish I could do 
that.” Three boys stood side by side 
and watched the same parade pass— 
one saw drums, one saw a friend, and 
the other saw the majorette. 

So it is quite right that the four men 
who wrote about Jesus should write dif- 
ferent things, but they do not ever dis- 
agree. Remember that. 

Then there is something else for you 
to remember, that God’s Holy Spirit 
told each one what to write, so what 
they wrote must be true. Luke tells 
the story the best for you children to 
enjoy, I think, but when you get a little 
bigger, you can read all four stories and 
you will each have one you will likee 
better than the others. 

Matthew and Luke both tell the story 
of Jesus all the way from His birth to 
His resurrection and ascension into 
Heaven. 


You ought to learn verses from each 
Gospel, and you will as you go on learn- 
ing. Here is a verse from each Gospel: 


Matthew 4:19—“Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.’ 


Mark 10:45—“For even the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.” 


Luke 19:19—‘For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that whieh 
was lost.” 


There are other men who wrote about 
Jesus: Peter, who was one of the dis- 
ciples, and James, who is believed to 
have been a cousin (or, according to Jew- 
ish usage, “brother”) of the Lord Jesus, 
ard Paul who saw the Lord on the Da- 
mascus road, and fell down and wor- 
shiped Him. So you see we have many 
stories of the work of Jesus Christ while 
on earth. 

Perhaps today instead of a picture of 
Christ to put on our clock face, we had 
better put a picture of a Bible, for the 
whole Bible helps tell the story of sal- 
vation, from beginning to end. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1161) 


1. Opinions differ. The late H. C. Thies- 
sen made out a strong case for the order, 
Matthew, Luke, Mark, in which case only 
Matthew would be referred to here. 


2. John’s Gospel was not written until 
about thirty years after Luke’s. 


3. Luke undertook serious research before 
writing his “treatise” (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1). 

4. It was written specially for the instruc- 
tion of one man, Theophilus, as was Acts. 


5. For answer compare Luke 1:4 with 
John 20:31. 


6. Before we call it a hyperbole, let us 
remember where John begins his Gospel — 
“in the beginning.” 


7. Luke gathered his information by dili- 
gent research, while John was an eyewit- 
ness (1 John 1:1-3). 


8. There is no difference, for the same Holy 
Spirit wrought in both men to give us a 
true account. The double testimony is sig- 
nificant. 


9.It looks like a repetition of the claim 
in 1 Corinthians 11:23. 


10. This would seem impossible. But the 
facts and their significance were confirmed 
to him by revelation. As an apostle, he 
“received” directly. 


WHearton, ILL. 
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Children at Home 
God's Warrior Bold 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


AGA was a big, sturdy African boy 

of sixteen, whose family belonged to 
a long line of warriors. He was not a 
Christian, but was very proud of him- 
self, and thought he was quite the finest 
lad in the village. He wore a blue cot- 
ton shirt, a loin cloth, and a foreign 
leather belt, but his big, strong feet 
were bare. His father owned a large 
part of the neighboring forest land, and 
Raga from childhood had gone with him 
to hunt game. 

Now he could carry and use a gun 
with considerable success, so he had be- 
come a leader among the older boys 
of the village. They admired him, and 
let him be their Bwana (master) in 
every way. 

This caused Yosef, the young Chris- 
tian schoolteacher, a great deal of anxi- 
ety because he knew Raga was becom- 
ing more and more the wrung sort of 
leader to the others who blindly fol- 
lowed him, 

Raga declared, “Ali Jesus-men are 
soft-hearted cowards”—because the 
Christians refused to take part in the 
village dances and beer-drinking. He 
mocked and made fun of them, espe- 
cially Yosef, whom he taunted with be- 
ing a weakling. 

“Why do you never come to our 
dances? Are you such a timid old 
woman. that your legs are like twisted 
bamboos? I suppose all Jesus-men are 
cowards, so you must be one, too.” 

“Not so,” replied Yosef, “but when the 
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Home and Foreign Missions 


(Advertisements) 








WESTERN CANADA MISSION 
TO THE JEWS 


Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Director 
DEPARTMENTS OF Work: Gospel services; Sunday 
school; visitation of homes; medical dispensary; re- 
lief work among sick and poor; free distribution of 
Gospel Literature and Missionary journeys. For 

er information: : 


158 Aikins Street, Winnipeg, Canada 


LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


Reaching a quarter-million with weekly Gospel 
newspaper articles — 10 countries with monthly 
magazines — The Americas and Europe with resi- 
dent missionaries. Now translating and printing 
Scripture portions. Established in 1928 as an inter- 
denominational faith work. 


P. O. Box 488, Chicago 90, Illinois 


20 Foreign Fields 


THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


Interdenominational Premillennial 
Evangelical Pioneer Evangelistic 
700 American Missionaries 
Address correspondence and contributions to 
The Christian and Missi y Alli 
260 West 44th Street - New York 18, N.Y. 








International Christian Leprosy 
Mission, Inc. 
India China The Philippines 
Reaching fth afflicted with | ith the 
Geapel a | - La a 
An Interd: inati l Faith Mission 
U.S. A. —P. O. Box 8164, Portlend 7, Oregon 


CANADA — Fairview Branch, Canadien Bank of 
Commerce, Sixth and Granville, Vancouver, B. C. 





AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
“Paragraphed” Gospels—St. John and Testaments. 
Scripture booklets which effectively set forth 
THE GOSPEL IN 7 LANGUAGES 
for everybody — at home or abroad 
Send post card for price list and some free samples 





European Christian Mission, Inc. 


Laboring for forty-five years among over 400,000,000 
unevangelized in Europe. Reaches the unsaved, 
builds up believers; trains workers. Much funds 
needed for food parcels, Scriptures, workers, and 
centers. Rev. T. MacDonald, General . 
1101 E. 35th Street, Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 





BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
508 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. 5. 
Faithfully preaching the Word 


Joyfully seeing God give the harvest 
Prayerfully moving forward into new areas 


Founded 1907 


European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 


1179 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, N. Y. 
James A. Stewart, General Director 


“Not one single Bible to be brought” is the most 
common phrase among the Christians in Germany. 
For these believers, we are undertaking to furnish 
20,000 Bibles. Pray that this may be accomplished. 


The Gospel Furthering Fellowship 
INCORPORATED 
Governed by a Consecrated Board of Directors 


An independent mission working in Kenya, Africa. 
For support the mission looks to God to constrain 
Christians to give as the needs of the work are 
made known. 


71 Hillside Road, Wayne, P. O., Strafford, Pa. 





American Prophetic League, Inc. 


(Non-profit Religious Corporation) 


Provides Prophecy Monthly free to all missionaries; 
Sound Bible courses to hundreds in prison; Bible 
study books and Gospel tracts to needy workers. 
A faith work. 

DR. KEITH L. BROOKS, Pres., REV. BRITTON 
ROSS, Vice Pres., 4747-4755 Townsend Ave., Los 
Angeles 41 (Box BB), Calif. 





NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 
Dedicated to spreading the Gospel from our strate- 
gically located headquarters. 


A News Letter and the booklet “How to Point a 
Jew to Christ” free on request. 


Ruth Angel, General Director 





CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


India’s 100 million Muslems have a dead, useless 
form of godliness because they deny Christ, the 
Saviour of sinners. 

SEND THE GOSPEL TO THEM! 
128 South Lombard Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois 





THE INDIA MISSION 
Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teaching, Faith Missi 
Proving GOD'S Faithfulness 

In Hyderabad State and Central Provinces 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 

A fruitful field of the Lord’s provision 

Write for fuller information. 





The Christian Association 
for the Blind, Inc. 


A PENNY A DAY! 


(Not such a large sum to invest for eternity) 
Will give Spiritual sight to the Blind 


H O W ?— For information write to 
430 East 14lst Street, New York 54, N. Y. 
Chas. E.Gremmels, Pres. James E. Bennet, Treas. 





CHILDREN'S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
CHILDREN NEED GOD’S WORD 


Millions of school children never attend Sunday 
school. Would you like to help us reach them for 
Christ? Write for ““What is the Children’s Bible 
Mission?” 


CHINA INLAND MISSION 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


To keep in touch with the Lord’s work in China 
qubeatibe to 


CHINA’S MILLIONS 
Official organ of the Mission 
$1 per year; sample copy free 


South America Indian Mission 
1404 Forsythe Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 
Mailing address, P. O. Box 147 
THE MISSION TO INDIANS 


Write for free copy of Amazon Valley Indian, 
containing accounts of God’s dealings with semi- 
civilized and savage RED MEN. 





THE MILLION 
TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS 


One Million New Testaments for God’s Chosen 
People the Jews 

Special Prophecy New Testaments are given to 

Jewish people to lead them to Christ. Over 1,000,000 

already distributed. Glorious results. You can 

help by your prayers and gifts. Address: 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
WINONA LAKE ° INDIANA 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, Chairman of Advisory Council 


SOUND TRUSTWORTHY EXPANDING 
Write for magazine “Salvation” 


Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc. 


McCall, Idaho 


More prayer helpers needed to extend the ministry 
of this successful independent faith mission into 
larger areas of desert and mountain in Central 


Idaho. Ask for THE TRAIL BLAZER. 
Steadily Winning Souls 


Hebrew Christian Alliance of America 


An association of Christian Jews, articulating the 
faith and aspirations of the “Remnant according to 
the election of grace,” with missionary outposts in . 
South America and Europe. Prayerful fellowship 
earnestly invited. Address The General Secretary 


520 Melrose Street Chicago 13, Iliinois 





ALASKA EVANGELIZATION 
SOCIETY 


Twelve missionaries are working in Nome, Seldovia, 
Douglas, Kasilof, and Whitehorse in the Yukon 
Territory, including an Indian school and evangelism 
by boat. Our ministry is evangelistic, among the 
whites and natives. Write for illustrated bulletin. 


7528 S. Morgan Street Chicago 20, Illinois 


— - J = 7 
Spanish Christian Mission 
North American Headquarters 
Rev. Zacarias P. Carles, B.A., L.Th., 8.C.T. 
Founder and Director 
3 Hillsboro Avenue Toronto 5, Canada 


SPAIN presents a challenge for evangelization. 
The land of contrast is under Romanism.  Chris- 
tians are suffering persecution but the opportunities 
to give the Gospel to sinners are many. Ask for 





information. Your prayerful support is welcome. 





Unevangelized Fields Mission, Inc. 


Belgian Congo North Brazil Haiti, W.I. 
Australian Papua 


120 Missionaries 200 National Workers 


Preaching the Gospel ~- 230 Indigenous Churches 
Teaching the Word - Bible Institutes and Day 
Schools 
Healing the Sick - Hospitals and Dispensaries 


Rev. E. J, Pudney, Gen. Sec., 1150 N. 63rd St., Phila. 31. 
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Through the Bible Study 
= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
PEecneld Woman’ Burch 
ver Guadey, Sobers. Bible Cigsene, 
young ‘eop oeed lissionary 


Meetings, and Home Stu 
Samples 20c; 4 grades ay "Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 


When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 


. | Old Fashioned Revival 
| Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consalt 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P, 0. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 
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drums are beaten you all get so wild 
and excited that you do many foolish 
things. Then you drink so much beer 
that fights begin, and dreadful things 
happen because you don’t know what 
you are doing.” 

“But, at any rate, it makes us brave 
and strong,” said Raga. “We want to 
be warriors and not weak-kneed fellows 
who let anyone insult and abuse them, 
Look at yourself, you never answer back 
nor hit even a boy who taunts you and 
calls you all sorts of unbearable names. 
Yah! You are afraid to fight, and I 
despise you for trying to hide it under 
your Jesus religion, miserable coward 
that you are. I will do all I can to 
prevent our people from turning their 
children into weaklings.” 

Some days later, when Yosef was 
teaching in his school, a deafening noise 


December 25, 1948 


broke out in front of it, with shouting, 
yelling, and drums being furiously 
beaten. He could not. make himself 
heard, so he went out to see the cause 
of this din. There he saw Raga leading 
a group of youths all dressed up in ani- 
mal skins, wearing feathers, and jingling 
brass and shell ornaments. They were 
beating drums hollowed out of logs, and 
using various African instruments of 
music, and yelling at the top of their 
voices as they danced around. Yosef 
endured it for some moments then he 
managed to speak to Raga. 

“My young brother, please go and 
dance elsewhere. This is our lesson 
time, and the children cannot hear my 
voice.” 

“We can dance wherever we. like,” 
shouted Raga, “and we are going to do 
so right here. Stop us if you can, poor 
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BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 


Incorporated 
4417 Berenice Avenue ST Los Angeles 31, Calif. 
Founded by David L. Cooper, Ph.D. 


Objective: Evangelization of Israel in this genera- 
tion. Now in 18th year of service. Has distributed 
FREE to date to world-Jewry over 3,000,000 books 
and booklets. Write for a FREE copy of Dr. 
Cooper’s pamphlet, “Who Holds the Key?” 


Evangelical Union of South America 


Founded 1911. Has 157 missionaries in the fol- 
lowing fields: Argentina, Peru, Brazil, Bolivia, Co- 
lombia. A faith work dedicated to evangelizing 
South America. Write for further information to: 
Dept. STD. 


1008 De Groot Ave., Ridgefield, N. J. 
135 Isabella St., Toronto, Canada 


Women’s Christian Medical College 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Training young Indian women to become 
doctors, nurses, dispensers, mid-wives 


In a changing India we need peayertal support for 
this sound, evangelical college and hospital, now 
facing a real crisis. Also support for our doctor 
missionary. Send your gifts to: 


Miss Lucy Powel R.D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 





Radio Station HCJB 


THE VOICE OF THE ANDES 


Broadcasts more than 700 Gospel programe, 8 a 
month in 16 languages and reaches around 
world. Dedicated to the salvation of the lost. 


Reaches the Regions Beyond by Radio 
For further information address 


THE VOICE OF THE ANDES 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


National Headquarters 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 


Conducting a fruitful ministry of evangelism and 
large-scale Scripture distribution supported by 
prayers and gifts of Christian friends. Send for free 
illustrated Quarterly with news of work in United 
States and 


“Preaching Christ to the Jews” 
HEBREW CHRISTIAN MISSION 
of DETROIT 
Rev. J. C. Thiessen, Supt. 

Box 7, Linwood Station 
Detroit 6 . - - Michigen 





BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 


189 W. Madison Street Chicago 2, Ill. 


Preach the Gospel to multitudes through Best Sel- 
ler Posters on streetcars, busses, trains, and bill- 

boards. Best Seller Posters. designed by famous 
Christian artists, reach h millions daily with the 
powerful Word of God. This is your copestanity 
to reach those who never enter a church—who 
never open a Bible. We will send PY og 





The Scandinavian Alliance Mission 
of North America 


Missionaries in: Africa, China, India, Pakistan, 
Tibetan Frontier, Japan, Mongolia, Portugel, South 
America, and Southern Rhodesia. 

Write for information. Pray for the work. Sub- 
scribe to THE MISSIONARY BROADCASTER. 


2839 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Ill. 


The American Mission 
for Opening Closed Churches, Inc. 


Northville, New York 


Fourteen missionaries now reaching formerly aber. 
doned churches in New York State with a soul- 

saving Gospel ministry. I ional faith 
work. Write for literature. 


Rev. Lyte C. ANpErsON, President 








The Tennessee Mountain Mission, Inc. 
(Rev. A. J. Levengood, Supt.) 
Bringing the Gospel to the te oy 
(white and colored) by Home Visitation 
Bible Clubs, Scripture Memory work. 
339 in camps this year. 19 full-time workers. 

Pray for us. 


Address: Box 45 Dayton, Tenn. 





The General Council of Co-operating 
Baptist Missions of North America, Inc. 
MID-MISSIONS 


1120 Chester Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio 
An independent, fundamental, Baptist Mission with 
285 missionaries working in 14 countries. Our 
bulletin sent free upon request. 

Rev. Wm. Haas, Founder Mr. Geo. S. Milner, Pres. 











“On the human side, evangelistic work on 
the mission field is like a man going about in 
a dark, damp valley with a lighted match in 
his hand, seeking to ignite anything ignitable. 
But things are damp through and through, and 
will not burn however much he tries. In 
other cases, God’s wind and sunshine have 
prepared beforehand, The valley is dry in 
places, and when the lighted match is ap- 
plied — here a shrub, there a tree, here afew 
sticks, there a heap of leaves take fire and 
give light and warmth long after the kindling 
match and its bearer have passed on. And 
this is what God wants to see, and what He 
will be inquired of us for: little patches of fire 
burning all over the world.’ — James Outram 
how ge in “Behind the Ranges — Fraser of Lisu- 
land, S. W. China,” by Mrs. Howard Taylor. 
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HOME OF ONESIPHORUS, INC. 


Net for Profit 


Feeds, clothes, and trains China’s helpless 
children. For 32 years has provided pet- 
manent Christian rehabilitation. Funda- 
mental, evangelical faith mission. Write 
for your free copy of CHINA 


New Permanent Address 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, Hl. 


NATIVE PREACHER COMPANY 
Your Messenger 


Native evangelists a resported on mission field, $15 

to $150 a rane, Your opportunity to have a mis- 

lonery © — wie vos 7 a faithful po aad 
ere. Nothi lu m your gifts— 

cent to the field. Literature free. ion. - 


C. E. GREMMELS, President 
1775 Broadway, New York City 19 
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FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSION- 
ARY & RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


maintains Missionary and Relief ministry among 
Jews at home and abroad. 


Our band of more than 20 mnietionasips labors to 
save Israel’s remnant in every part of the world. 
If God leads you to have fellowship with us in this 


cause, send your gifts to 
728-S Witherspoon Building Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


The Unevangelized Tribes 
Mission, Inc. 


“Telling Congo’s unreached millions of the Christ!” 
Thousands of villages yet to be evangelized! 
Will YOU give your prayer - help? 

Write for “The Unevangelized” and free literature. 
600 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS 


INCORPORATED 
Auxiliary to all Protestant Churches 


Makes possible a spiritual and physical ministry 
to leprosy patients in 127 stations in 27 countries. 
Saves men, women, and especially children, in body 
and soul. Send gifts to: 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, NN, Y. 





RUSSIAN GOSPEL 
ASSOCIATION 


2434 N. Kedzie Bivd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Ill. 


Missionaries in many parts of the world where 
Seve are Russian and other Slavic-speaking people. 
Support and relief especially needed in Central 
paw also provision for Gospels, Bible Tracts; 
and Polish Russian Bible Schools. Literature free: 
today, 
PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 


CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST 
FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 


352 Wellington Avenue, Chicago 14, Illinois 
Missionary Fields of Endeavor: 


India, China, Japan, Brazil, Argentina, Ivory 
Coast---French "West Africa, Belgian Congo, 
Portugal, Italy, Albania, France. 


Write for the story of C.B.F.M.S. 


write 





HIAWATHA LAND 
Independent Baptist Missions, Inc. 


“Jesus loves me, this I know 
For the Bible tells me so.” 
Some little Indian boys and gir!s sing this now as 
well as our white children You can help reach 
others. Write for information 
Rev. Arthur A. Glen, Director 
1910 First Avenue South, Escanaba, Michigan. 





THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 


Universe-center for free Christ-revealing Bible stud 
ies in many languages for both Jews and Gentiles 
Supported by the “odour of a sweet smell” gifts of 
consecrated Christians. Mail contributions and 
inquiries to The Bible Meditation League, Inc., 
P. 0. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio. 


The Christian Mission to Churchless 
Communities 


DARKEST AMERICA 


is seeking to reach as many as possible of the thou- 
sands of communities that are without a witness for 
Christ. Your prayers and gifts will help us to reach 
more of these needy places. 

For information address 


REV. HOMER STANLEY MORGAN 
Room 805 140 Nassau St. 


New York 7, N. ¥. 





INDEPENDENT BOARD 
for 


Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
*“Truly Biblical Missions”. 
In Twelve Countries 
Operated 
By Faith For the Faith 
151 Maplewood Ave. 


In Faith 
Phila. 44, Pa. 





LATIN AMERICA MISSION, INC. 


Office: 
161 Park St., Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, U.S. A. 


Founded in 1921 by Dr. and Mrs. Harry Strachan, 
the Latin. America Mission presents Christ by 
means of seminary, hospital, orphanage, radio, 
literary program, launch work; promotes: evangel- 
istic campaigns and Bible conferences throughout 
the corjtinent. 





MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 
A Radio Message That Really Reaches Jews 


75 per cent of all Jews in the United States live 

within renge of our weekly broadcasts. Thousands 

have written asking for Testaments. Write for 

your free copy of our bi-monthly magazine to 
COULSON SHEPHERD 

Box 682, Gen'l P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 


Association of Baptists for 


World Evangelism, Inc. 
A Fundamental Baptist Faith Mission 


wae” “ . 
Over 90 missionaries and 70 native workers in es- 
tablished fields evangelizing the Philippines, China, 


Brazil, Colombia, Peru. Projected fields: Tibet 
and New Guinea. Write for free literature. 
1310 Schaff Building Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
5 East 48th Street New York 17, N.Y. 
(Established 1809) 

Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., 
Providing the Scriptures in over sixty lai guages for 


every person throughout New York C ity, a 
Lord enables. Free grants last year: 425,763 


General Secretary 


the 


CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 


House-to-house, Gospél! hall, street meetings, and 
classes. More than twenty-five workers do visita- 
tion in more than forty cities. Send for our “ Practi- 
cal Aids for Witne ssing to Jews,” 96 pages, 50c. 
Monthly magazine, “The Jewish Era,” 5Uc fer year, 
free sample tracts 

Milton Lindbet~, Supt. Torrey Johnson, Pres. of Bd. 

3916 Roosevelt Road Chicago 24, Ilinois 





Tite Orinoco River Mission, Inc. 
Venezuela, South America 


Rev. Van V. Eddings, D.D., Founder & Gen. Dir. 
An evangelical, interdenominational, faith work 
making Christ known in Eastern Venezuela. . A 
Bible institute trains Venezuelans for full-time 
Christian service among their own people. _Liter- 
ature or monthly prover lets letter sent upon request to 
Home Office. North Raymond Avenue, 
Pasadena 1, California. 





j SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


164 West 74th Street 212 St. George Street 
New York 23, N. ¥ Toronto 5, Ontario, Can. 
Is_ responsible for 25,000,000 people in the Sudan 

and Ethiopia. 
You may help us to bring the lost sheep. 

U may send someone in your stead. 

should pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
laborers into HIS harvest. 

Let us strive to reach these millions in this generation. 


The Southern 
Messianic Witness to Israel 


(With a million Jews as its field) 
Headquarters: 


Chattanooga |, Tenn. P. O. Box 587 


649-650 S. State Street 


> LJ 
Pacific Garden Mission 

A doorway to Heaven, open every night since 
1877. Where Billy Sunday and Mel Trotter came to 
Christ — many others. Also maintains women’s 
department and service-men's center with all facili- 
ties free — still going full strength. 

Pray for us — work through us. 
70th Anniversary Book, 24 pages, 3 colors, free on 
request. 

HARRY G. SAULNIER, Superintendent 

Chicago 5, lil. 





The Central American Mission 
3611 Congress Avenue’ Dept. STD Dallas 4, Texas 
Founded by C. |. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 


100 missionaries in six republics using Spanish and 
Indian languages. 2 Bible institutes training 
4 national Christian leaders. In Project: Gospel 
radio station in Guatemala. Hospital in Honduras. 


Evangelizing on faith principles 


The Mexican Indian Mission 
A Pioneer Faith Work 


Founded to reach the five million Indians of 
Mexico. Used to win ten thousand Indians to 
Christ in fifteen years. Seeking new missionaries 
to enter forty-one more tribes.. 


P. 0. Box 256 Stratford, N. J. 


The Slavic Missionary Society, Inc. 
Formerly The Russian Missionary Society, Inc.) 
Dr. F. J. Miles, International Secretary 
World-wide ministry among Slavs; Missionaries; 
Orphanage in Poland; Relief for Europe; Printing 

Gospels and Tracts; Radio Evangelism. 

Send gifts for this ministry of mercy to 

5537 N. Glenwood Ave., Room 5B Chicago 40, Ill. 
Write for literature 





| The Scott Mission to Jews, Inc. 
Bay Street, Toronto, Canada 
"ee. M. Zeidman, Director 
sos 

Save our souls.. . . a physical as well as a spiritual 
SOS comes to us from survivors of Hitler's ex- 
4 termination camps. The Scott Mission sends par- 
__cels and to Europe to. Jews and Christians in 
“need. me are expected to come to Canada. We 

need your help to provide their transportation. 








MONTANA GOSPEL CRUSADE 
Box 1616 - - Billings, Montana 
“Holding forth the word of life” 
Mountain Region. 
Sustaified entirely ‘during the past ten years 
through prayer. 
Write for the “ 
work. 


in the Rocky 


Family Album”’ a pictorial of the 


Free Bible Courses Upon Request. 





THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Since its inception in 1925, God has used our Fie. 
brew Christian Movement as a world-wide witness 
to Israel. Our aid to Jewish Christian victims of 
persecution has extended to 20 countries. Funds 
are urgently needed to alleviate sufferings of Israel. 
Address communications to the Secretary, Rev. 
Jacob Peltz, 4919 N. Albany Avenue, Dept. STD, 
Chicago 25, Illinois. 
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FLORIDA 
WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE 


in the lovely new auditorium of 
Gospel Center in St. Petersburg 
EDWARD DREW, Pastor (formerly of Paterson, N.J.) 


Speakers 
Gavin Hamilton Jan. 2 to 16 
A. H. Stewart Jan. 23 to Feb. 6 
Dr. Herbert Lockyer Feb. 18 to 27 


Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer March 6 to 20 


GOSPEL CENTER 
425 Fifth Ave., N. St. Petersburg, Fia. 
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A HOMELESS, sick child, such as the little 
fellow pictured here, is at your door, 
pleading for shelter, food, and Christian 
love. He's “one of the least of these...” 

Over in China there are numberless 
little ones begging for an opportunity to 
enter the Home of Onesiphorus where 
spiritual and physical needs are met. 

Our hearts tell us to take in all who 
come. Because the funds available limit 
our ministry, we must often deny what our 
hearts command. 


Through the “adoption” plan, individ- 
vals, families, and groups are invited to 
cooperate in this soul-saving, body-rehabil- 
itating mission. If your heart responds to 
ovr invitation to share in this work, we 
will gladly send you on request a free 
copy of CHINA HARVESTER and inforrma- 
tien about the support of a child. 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


G. A. LUNDMARK, President 
Dept. 15 2811 N. Racine Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 
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little Jesus-man. Don’t be a coward any 
more; come on,” and Raga planted him- 
self in front of the teacher baring his 
big brown arms, 

With an effort, Yosef controlled his 
temper, and although the others began 
calling him every insulting name, he 
turned and re-entered the school.” 

“Go home now,” he said to the chil- 
dren. “It is too bad, but we can do 
nothing while this dancing is going on. 
We must work harder tomorrow.” 

The boys and girls were grinning, and 
rather enjoying the interruption; it 
seemed to them just another victory for 
their hero. 

The next few weeks were a terrible 
time for Yosef, as even the little band 
of Christians were ashamed of the weak- 
ness of their teacher. The.school was 
being reduced to nothing, and religious 
persecution was prevalent. Raga was 
determined to get Yosef out of the vil- 
lage, and the Christian church stamped 
out. In spite of remarkable patience and 
quiet endurance, Yosef realized he would 
have to go sooner or later, and he hated 
to feel he had failed, and made possible 
such a victory for the enemies of the 
Saviour he lived to proclaim, 

Then, one day, when Raga was out 
hunting, he met with a very bad acci- 
dent: his gun exploded in his hands, 
burning them severely, but injuring his 
face and eyes most of all, 

The neighbors tried various remedies, 
but the only one who could really help 
was the young schoolteacher. Knowing 
something of Western medicine, he did 
all he could for the sufferer, and begged 
his father to let him take Raga to the 
Mission Hospital. 

The youth was terrified that he might 
become blind for life, and, as his father 
was, sick and could not go, Raga will- 
ingly agreed to Yosef’s accompanying 
him. 

So the toilsome journey was made, and 
the hospital reached after several days 
of painful travel. The doctor examined 
the patient at onte, but was by no means 
sure that even partial sight could be 
saved. , 

“It will be a miracle of God’s love and 
mercy if you are able to see at all,” he 
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December 25, 1948 


said, “but we will do our very best, and 
our prayers are so often wonderfully an- 
swered here.” 

Yosef, of course, had to return to his 
school, which was still being carried on 
faithfully in spite of difficulties. How 
ever, the absence of Raga helped con- 
siderably, and he did not return for 
many weeks, 

The first Sunday he was back, he went 
to the service held in the school hut, 
and Yosef rejoiced to see him there. He 
was, indeed, a very different youth, 
for he could never hunt again and could 
see just a little with one eye, but was 
almost blind, and there was little hope 
but that he would become so in time. 
Yet Raga’s face was wonderfully happy, 
and he was strangely reconciled to his 
sad lot, 

He listened to Yosef’s earnest words, 
and then at the end of the service he 
groped his way to the table in front of 
the teacher and spoke: 

“Friends and brothers, you all know 
me, and how I have tried to drive our 
teacher away. Since I have been to the 
Jesus Hospital, He has opened my inner 
eyes to see the great mistakes I have 
made. Thank God, I now have the true 
light in my heart. Here is our teacher’s 
food money for the next half year, for 
I have sold all my pigs that were to 
provide my marriage expenses,” and 
Raga pulled out a wad of African notes. 
“It is the least I can do, in gratitude 
to God, and to our teacher, for showing 
me how to be a brave soldier of the 
Heavenly Master, fighting with the 
weapons of patience, love, and forgive- 
ness, which, after all, are the most pow- 
erful in the world.” 


Worrtuinc, Sussex, Enc. 
w . 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 9 


2. “Look Out for Yourself!” © 
(Luke 12:15-21; Matt. 16:24-26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and arc 
used by permission. 

HERE is one admonition, frequently 

heard when friends are parting, that 
is practically useless. Have you ever 
heard one friend say to another, “Take 
care of yourself!” Few of us need such 
advice, for the one thing that many of 
us give considerable attention to is tak- 
ing care of ourselves. 

Now there is a certain sense in which 
taking care of one’s self is right and 
proper. It is important to avoid unnec- 
essary exposure which may result in 
illness. It is sensible to avoid danger 
and accidents as far as possible. It is 
prudent, through reasonable economy 





Lesson for January 9 


and savings, to make some provision for 
the future. However, our topic for this 
week seeks to deal with an entirely dif- 
ferent care for one’s self—that care 
which puts self first and foremost, and 
thus becomes, to many, a philosophy of 
life. 
rod 

We thought, last week, about a philos- 
ophy that some follow which holds that 
the pursuit and achievement of pleasure 
is the greatest thing in life. The philos- 
ophy of selfishness with which we are 
concerned this week is closely related to 
a “good time” philosophy, for both are 
primarily selfish, and both are directly 
contrary to Christian teaching. 

A number of reasons are pointed out 
in God’s Word to show the believer why 
looking out for self, in the wrong sense, 
is unwise, unnecessary, disobedient, and 
unbelieving. In Matthew 6, touched 
upon briefly last week, we see the futil- 
ity of selfish concern for things to eat 
and wear. The Lord Jesus directed His 
disciples’ attention to the fowls of the 
air and the lilies of the field. They do 
not worry and fret, and yet they are 
cared for by the same Heavenly Father 
who watches over all His children. The 
Lord Jesus reminds us that by care or 
anxious thought we cannot add one unit 
to our stature. Why then should we 
worry and be anxious over food and 
clothing and possessions? 


ye 
The same thought is carried forward 
in Philippians 4, where in verse 6, we 
read, “Be careful [anxious] for nothing; 
but in every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God,” and 
in verse 19, “My God shall supply all 
your need according.to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.” The Christian 
way is one of faith and prayer, trusting 
God’s goodness and willingness and abil- 
ity to provide for every need as we con- 
fidently and believingly lay our requests 
before Him. 
b 


In 1 Peter 5:7, we have still another 
setting of this same thought, “Casting 
all your care upon him; for he careth 
for you.” God is more concefned than 


“we are that we should have the things 


that we need and that will be a blessing 
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for this week, we are confronted with 
the heart of Christian discipleship. Fol- 
lowing Christ acceptably is a matter of 
self denial. This is not the mere denying 
to self a few pleasures. Rather it is 
deliberately denying self itself. This old 
selfish nature of ours is such that God 
can do nothing with itebut crucify it. 
Paul realized this when he said, “I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me” 
(Gal. 2:20). Here is the real reason 
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ly revised and reprinted for this 
purpose is this NEW edition of Dr. 
James M. Gray’s famous course in 





in our lives. Why then should we be 
anxious? . 
a 


First Corinthians 6:19 and 20 bring us 
another reason against being self-cen- 
tered. Here we learn that we do not be- 
long-to ourselves. We have no right 
to seek our own way. We belong to the 


Christian doctrine, just issued. Send 
for details today! 


[] Enclosed find $4.00 enrollment 5 896 
fee (less in class groups) . for| Name 
Dr. Gray's newly revised Scrip- 
ture Truth Course. 
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philosophy of “Look Out for Yourself.” 
The Lord Jesus pointed put that such 
a philosophy would defeat its very pur- 
pose, for, by seeking to gain that which 
ministers to self all will be lost. But, 
by denying or renouncing self, and seek- 
ing,God’s will, and His way, all that is 





worth while will be gained. Which have 
you chosen? 
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A Day in the Life of a Missionary 
(Continued from page 1159) 


Here comes a little boy about ten or 
twelve carrying a two-year-old girl in 
his arms. She is the child on whose 
’ head the missionary yesterday had 
lanced a large tumor, and found the 
bone wround it soft. Her directions have 
not been followed, so while the boy 
holds the child between his knees and 
her head between his hands, the hair 
is cut away. The tumor must be lanced 
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We are pleased to announce the’ establishment and opening of Universal 
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tions, convention movements, etc. Write A. S. Bowker, President, for farther information at: 
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Devoted Christian Men Are Waiting 


We have missionaries who are prepared and waiting to go into the Harvest as 
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again; so, after swabbing the surface 
with ether, the tumor is again opened. 
Of course the child cries, and Brother’s 
eyes, too, are glassy with tears as he 
holds her tightly during the operation. 
Now the open sore is covered with mer- 
thiolate. The pain must be intense, and 
Baby naturally continues to cry until 
the nurse gives her a banana. She is 
so eager to eat the banana that she puts 
it into her mouth without removing the 
skin. This brings a smile to Broifier’s 
face, and he removes the skin. With 
Baby smiling as she eats her banana; he 
carries her home. Surely the Lord Jesus 
wants this brave little fellow as one of 
His when He comes for His own. Will 
you pray for him? 

“Now, we'll get dinner, and since all 
the regular patients have been taken 
care of, we'll have time to cook a full 
meal,” says the nurse, as she goes to 
the kitchen. “What does this child 
want?” asks the visitor. The mission- 
ary comes to the door and learns that 
she wants two cents’ worth of onion 
tops. The missionary with unmeasured 
labor has a good garden. He has tried 
to get the people to plant gardens by 
giving them seed and helping to plant 
the seed, but this is not in the pattern 
of their life, so they have no gardens. 
However, they are eager to buy from 
the missionary —if he has more’ than 
he needs — onions, cabbage, carrots, and 
tomatoes. é' 

Returning to the kitchen, the mission- 
ary finds a boy at the back door. May 
he have some tamarinds? Given an af- 
firmative answer, he climbs the tree, and 
later, with a cloth filled with tamarinds, 
he goes over the back wall. 

Dinner is really coming along’ véry 
nicely until—‘“Here’s someone to ‘see 
you.” It is a mother who has come to 
call with her baby. That’s all right. 
“Just come sit on this stool here by the 
kitchen door.” She sits there, saying 
practically nothing until dinner is on 
the table. Then she is given a chair 
in a corner of the room; here she watches 
as dinner is being eaten. She is yiven 
a slice of bread spread with tamarind 
jam. After holding it for a whilé, she 
breaks off a small piece and eats it. She 
still has the bread when she gets up to 
leave, so is given a piece of paper in 
which to wrap it. She goes off carrying 
it with her, having had a very pleasant 
visit and having said probably a dozen’ 
words. She has a sweet: face, and her 
baby, with tiny earrings put on when 
her: ears were pierced when she was 
three days old, is adorable, The visitor 
loves the missionary, and she knows the 
missionary loves her. 

Now dinner dishes are put away, and 
so the missionary will get her afternoon 
nap. Or will she? No. As she lies in 
her hammock, she hears her husband 
again explaining the chart to somie. visi- 
tors on the front porch. Unable to 
sleep, she gets up, thinking, “The rest 
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of the day will be mine, to get those 
letters written.” What a mistake! 

Here is a couple with a baby that had 
a bad hernia, and today is the day to 
remove the binding. Baby is all right. 
The joy on the faces of those young 
parents is the nurse’s reward. 

Before they leave, two women with a 
baby arrive. These are followed by a 
woman, then a man for injections, These 
people are all very anemic and half the 
village are taking injections; the village 
doctor charges two pesos (forty cents); 
dona Elva charges nothing, that she may 
win their friendship, and then she hopes 
to win them for her Lord. 

Just as daylight changed to darkness, 
for there is no dusk here, a call came 
to see a sick baby and give the mother 
an injection. In half an hour, dona Elva 
returns very tired. How fortunate that 
there had been a good dinner, for supper 
will have to be a very little snack. 

It is 9:15 p.m., and the missionary falls 
exhaustedly into her hammock. If she 
is not too tired to dream, will it be of 
those letters the folks at home are com- 
plaining she does not write? 

Of course, every day is not quite so 
full as this one, but many are, and it 
was exhausting just to watch her work. 
This couple, wearing out their lives for 
their love of Christ, do not have assured 
support. Surely they should have the 
peace of mind promised support would 
give them. They need at least two hun- 
dred dollars a month just to live, for 
their support must also cover that of the 
workers who are nearly always with 
them. Even this sum would leave noth- 
ing for health and clothing. Elva’s frail 
body frequently feels the darts of Satan, 
and she should have money for all pos- 
sible medical attention. Pray much that 
the Lord will lay this burden on those 
He has blessed with this world’s riches. 


Upper Darsy, Pa, 
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An October Anniversary 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
(Continued from second page) 


gationalism came powerful influences for 
the initiation and support of the Ameri- 
can Revolution. 

This aspect perhaps most of all inter- 
ests the present-day commemorators of 
this famous historical document. We, as 
well as they, are gratefui for the re- 
statement of Christ’s words, distinguish- 
ing the things that are God’s and the 
things that are Cesar’s. “As it is un- 
lawful for church officers to meddle 
with the sword of the magistrate, so it 
is unlawful for the magistrate to meddle 
with work proper to church officers. The 
objects of the power of the magistrate 
are not things merely inward and so 
not subject to his cognizance and view, 
as unbelief, hardness of heart, erroneous 
opinions not vented, but only such things 
as are acted by the outward man.” 
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These are statutes of freedom which 
need to be continually remembered and 
refurbished, especially at the present 
time when the rights of the local 
churches to organize new missions and 
seminaries are being refused by present- 
day “forcers of conscience” in the de- 
nominational machines. But apart from 
this aspect, there is much else of a spir- 
itual nature which calls up the memory 
of the New Testament church — wise, 
tender, and kindly passages. Thus in 
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Below, showing group of Christian Chileans at a 2-day Bible Institute 
recently held in Chillan. At right, the god Hanuman being built into the 
front of a new house in Cawnpore, India. Inset, the devoted pastor of 
iglesia Santismo Trinidad and President of Chile National Presbytery, Santiago, 







A Young Bolivian Hinds Christ 


Condensed from “BIBLICAL MISSIONS” 


“He came with some other young 
fellows,” an earnest missionary writes, 
“and stayed behind that night after 
they left. He had come to us before. 
We had given him a Gospel of John, 
and each time he came he had ques- 
tions about a chapter he had been 
studying, or, I should say, memoriz- 
ing—for he would amaze us with 
his quotations. 


“That night he was asking ques- 
tions about the tenth chapter of John. 
In the midst of it, without a word 
of appeal from us, ‘he suddenly said: 
‘Td like to be one of His sheep.” 
Although the way of salvation had 
been explained to him before, we 
now went over it again with him 


very carefully to make sure he un- 
derstood. We also wanted to be 
certain he fully comprehended what 
it means to yield all to Christ, and 
stand true, regardless of what comes, 
in ridicule or persecution. 


“I was beginning to fear that 
the boy would lose heart; but he still 
afirmed earnestly that he wanted to 
take Christ regardless of what he 
might be called upon to face. Then 
we kneeled down; and I wish I could 
have written indelibly on my mem- 
ory his prayer, for it certainly was a 
model for anyone accepting Christ. 
Truly he had been taught of the 
Holy Spirit. We were so happy that 
night we could scarcely sleep.” 


The Independent Board for Presbyterian hagge © Missions was organ- 


ized in 1933 and chartered in 1934 for t 


establishing and conducting 


€ specific purpose of e 


“truly Biblical missions among all 


nations. To date, we have established eleven missions with one 
more projected—one or more on every continent of the world save 


Australia. As of December, 1947, the Board had 66 well- rousing 
workers under a , , ote ee "for the various fields. If you are loyal 
ospel”’ till He comes, we invite you to share our 


to age whole 


ped 


ministry by pr paper by life service, or in whatever manner our Lord 


may direct. 
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Teacher Wanted for Christian Day School 
Grades 1 to 3. Location, Bloomfield, N. J. Send replies 
wea Cc lete information as to training and experience 
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TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED 
MINISTER wishes to give guidance to those 


seeking a foundation knowledge of the Word of 
God. Two years course covering all the Books of 
the Bible. Evangelical, Non-Sectarian, Non-Profit- 
making. Write 


REV. C.£ ROCKINGHAM, 101 High St., South Paris, Me. 
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Menthly Publication, “The Sible Today” 
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degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 
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dealing with entrance into church mem- 
bership they say: 

“The things which are requisite to be 
found in all church members are re- 
pentance from sin and faith in Jesus 
Christ. Therefore these are the things 
whereof men are to be examined at their 
admission into the church and which 
they must profess and hold forth in such 
sort as may satisfy rational charity.” 
(Fine phrase that, “rational charity” !) 
The weakest measure of faith is to be 
accepted because weak Christians, if sin- 
cere, have: the substance of that faith 
and have most need of the ordinances 
for their confirmation and growth in 
grace.” 


A quaint incident marked the open- 
ing session of that old-time Puritan 
conference. While Mr, Allin of Dedham 
was preaching, a snake slithered along 
the church floor, on whose head the 
Rev. Mr, Thompson set his crushing heel. 





FOUNDER'S WEEK 
; CONFERENCE 


AT MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Founder’s Week has long been the source of spiritual 
inspiration to thousands of Christians from every part of 
the country. In these confused, uncertain, expectant days 
of great prophetic significance, you will want to hear 
America’s outstanding Bible teachers and Christian leaders. 
You'll also enjoy the inspiring vocal and instrumental music. 


All-day meetings, starting at 8:30 A.M. in Torrey-Gray 
Auditorium, 840 North La Salle Street. Evening meetings 
at 7:30 P.M. in Moody Memorial Church, North Avenue and 


Clark Street. 


For program and full information, address Henry Kraakevik, 
director, Extension Department. 


: MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


153 Institute Place 





Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dept. S 168 
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JANUARY 31 THROUGH FEBRUARY 6 








December 25, 1948 


It was felt to be a good omen and no 
doubt called up the old serpent (ho 
ophis ho archaios) of Revelation 12! 
Revelation 15 was chosen for the closing 
singing of the last session —the Song of 
Moses and the Lamb, 

“Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true are 
thy ways, thou King of saints. Who 
shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 
thy name? for thou only art holy: for 
all nations shall come and worship be- 
fore thee” (Rev. 15:3, 4). 

Would that those gathered to cele- 
brate these forefathers and their work 
had ended their sessions at Cambridge 
on the chill October evening with the 
same soul-warming words in praise of 
the Lamb of God, sung from the heart! 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 3 to 9 
Mon.—Mark 2:13-17. “Follow Me.” 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Follow me.” 
Only a follower can learn of Christ. 
We must do the will of God in order 
to know the will of God. Paul, who 
called upon believers to follow him as 
he followed ‘the Lord, illustrates this 
point as do all the other apostles. What 
you are to Christ is much more im- 
portant to Him than what you say of 
Him. If you follow Him you will never 
wallow in sin. Pray for the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, 151 Maplewood Ave., Philadelphia 
44, 

Tués.—Luke 1:1-4; John 20: 30, 31. 
The Written Word. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: It is necessary 
from all considerations that God’s reve- 
lation, without which we have only the 
opinions of men, should be put in per- 
manent record. All who object to the 
inspiration of the Scriptures have noth- 
ing authoritative and final for the’ guid- 
ance of man in morality and for the 
salvation of the soul. The goodness of 
God moving Him to make known His 
will to man was as necessary for His 
honor as for our good. Pray for the 
National Bible Institute, 340 W. 55th 
Street, New York 19. 

Wed.—Acts 20:28-35. A Faithful Teacher. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul stands all 
tests of a pastor-teacher. He had the 
testimonies of his own conscience and 
that also of others, and enjoyed the: ap- 











The advertisements in The Sunday 
Scheel Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
preves so well worth while. 
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_ proval of God. He kept back nothing 


that was profitable, and spoke forth the 
words of truth and soberness. The com- 
bination of great and good mental and 
spiritual qualities shines forth in all his 
inspired writings. Pray for Taylor Uni- 
versity, Upland, Ind. 
Thurs.—1 Corinthians 11:23-36. 
“In Remembrance of Me.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Formal observ- 
ance of the -Lord’s Supper is sadly too 
common among us. Is this possible due 
to the fact that more people- know about 
Christ than know Him personally? It 
may be that they are acquainted with 
Christ doctrinally instead of Christ per- 
sonally of whom the doctrines. speak. 
How is it with our reader? Do -you ob- 
serve the Lord’s Supper remembering 
with love and affection, and maybe’ with 
shame and sorrow for sin? ‘Pray for a 
greater realization of the love and grace 
of your Saviour. 
Fri.—1 Corinthians 15:3-8. 

Resurrection Appearances. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: There can be no 
reasonable objection to our Lord’s resur- 
rection appearances. Being God, mani- 
fest in flesh, He. could, as He willed, 
appear as and when He chose. The ob- 
jector’s error is that he seeks to put the 
infinite God into the strait jacket of 
impotent finiteness. All unbelief in the 
words, work, and deeds of Christ is 
immoral, Wicked hearts always have 
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wicked attitudes. Pray for Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, Box 870, Glendale 5, 
Calif. 
Sat.—Colossians 4:12-18. Letters to Churches. 

PRAYER SucceEstTions: The letters to the 
churches bear not only the test of time, 
but also that of values. The hand of 
inspiration is as apparent in them as in 
providence. And the words inspire us 
as they did the original readers. Read- 
ing the Holy Books is the sweet way to 
learn how they quicken holy living. The 
seed of the Word is best sown by those 
who read and heed the Word. Pray for 
the Faith Mission in Canada, 86 Wood- 
lawn Ave., W., Toronto 5, Can. 
Sun.—1 John 4:1-4, 

The Testimony of an Eyewitness, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Eyewitnesses are 
the most important witnesses. Folks 
who can say, “I know,” are better able 
to represent God’s cause than those who 
can only say, “I love Him.” Our experi- 
ence with Christ helps people more 
when we give forth the Gospel. Experi- 
ence of Christ is the measure of our 
usefulness in handling the Word of 
Christ. We cannot really preach or teach 
beyond our experience of Christ. Pray 
for the China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 
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A Country Rest Home for Women 


Open throughout the year . . . 20 miles from Philadel- 
phia... convenient transportation. Refined atmos- 
phere . . . excellent food, attractively served. For de- 
tails, write, Miss Lucy Powel, R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 


"A “sizex¢ ROBES 


Large selection of fine materials, 
reasonably priced. Write for 
catalogue C-53 (choir robes); J-53 
(junior choir) ; P-53 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


CHICAGO CHAMPAIGN, ILL. NEW YORK 
‘TIT M.Wasker 1000 N. Market 366 Fifth Ave, 
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Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 


has several openings for 
NURSES 
TRAINED ATTENDANTS 
AND DOMESTIC WORKERS 


Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 


ie ie i i i i i i i il 


— 





i i i i i i i i i i i i i i, 








DP POPPED PP DP PPP PPP PDD 









Testaments. 


ae Q 
(oy, 48 01 Oy 4a ee E — 


A Radio Message That Really Reaches Jews 


75 per cent of all Jews in the United States live within range of 
our weekly broadcasts. Thousands have written asking for 
Write for free copy of our bi-monthly magazine. 
.. MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 

Jews who will not enter a church or mission will listen to a 
Christian broadcast designed to meet their needs. 
and welcome your interest in this program. 


COULSON SHEPHERD 









We need 






n 
Jev 








by DR. A. B. SIMPSON 


S 
300% Christ in the Tabernacle 


In his usual brilliant and refreshing style Dr. Simpson reveals 
the Tabernacle as the grandest of all the Old Testament types of 


Christ. $1.25. 


reading. 


ments. 
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Days of Heaven on Earth 


Popular devotional commentary in 
verse and prose. 
A beautiful gift book. At- 
tractively bound. 


The Holy Spirit; or, Power from on High 


Two volume set which affords the most complete exposition 
of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testa- 
$3.00 a set. 


Order from your § CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


Arranged for daily 
$1.50. 





1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Communism — Catholicism 


Christ for South America? 


Today’s issues are being met by 
CHRIST CENTERED 
and 
CONSECRATED MISSIONARIES 


of the 


BOLIVIAN INDIAN MISSION 
FOUNDED 1907 
Evangelistic — Bible Training — Pioneering 


508 Central Avenue - - - Plainfield, N. J. 





Help Us Ring Every f 
Doorbell in the Nation . 


The Bible Is the Answer to 
America’s Need 


We have a Bible for every Bibleless home 

in the area surrounding your church, 
Your prayerful fellowship in this work will speed 
the distribution of the Word. We are trusting 
God to continue to open doors for this ministry. 
Pray for our goal. 
Challenging sound film (16 mm.), “Bearing 
Precious Seed,” (Psalm 126:6), available for 
your church. 


Write for folder giving full explanation 


AMERICAN HOME BIBLE LEAGUE 


Rev. Spencer De Jong, National Director 
11046 Wentworth Avenue Chicago 28, Illinois 














THE RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


continues sending out missionaries and engaging 
Slavic-speaking workers on the fields who know 
the language, people, and are ready togo. Gos- 
pel literature and New Testaments have been 
sent out, and we are broadcasting from two short 
wave radio stations, one in Quito, Ecuador, and 
the other in Manila, P.I. Rev. Peter Deyneka just 
returned last September from Germany and other 
countries of Europe where he found tremendous 
need for immediate spiritual and physical relief for 
missionary families and other Christians. We are 
supporting two Russian Bible Institutes and one 
Polish Bible Institute in Warsaw, Poland. Those 
who desire to have fellowship with us in spread- 
ing the Word of God may communicate with us. 


RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, Dept. SS 
Rev. Peter Deyneka, General Director 
New Headquarters 
2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard Chicago 47, Illinois 


On request we will send our magazine, “The Russian Gospel News,” free 
which includes reports on Europe by Peter Deyneka and Peter Pleshko. 














The Frontier Challenge 


A SUCCESSION of new frontiers led our 
early settlers across the American conti- 
nent. Some of the same pioneering 
spirit inspires the Christian missionary. 
Many Allliance foreign fields began as 


pioneer projects, and today the Alliance | 


is pioneering anew in 


Borneo and New Guinea 
Soudan and Ivory Coast 
Cambodia and East Siam 
and among new tribes, in 
Indo-China and Kwangsi 
Gabon and South America 


ns 
For challenging information on our pioneering, write to 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 


260 WEST 44th STREET NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
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